
 

A Delicious Opportunity 
to Support the FOD—
December 16 
By Liz Fehring, Events Coordinator 

Treat yourself to a delicious lunch or din-

ner while supporting the Domes! Join us at 

Boulder Junction located at 12550 W. Bur-

leigh Rd. in Brookfield for an afternoon 

and/or evening of fun and fundraising. Boul-

der Junction will donate a portion of all 

food and beverage sales on December 16 

to the Friends of the Domes. Catch the 

Green Bay Packers 

vs. the Chicago 

Bears game and win 

great prizes in our 

huge silent auction. 

Perfect holiday gifts 

will be on the silent auction table, just wait-

ing for your bid. Find exciting items from 

local restaurants, event venues, and shops. 

Items include Bucks tickets in the new 

Fiserv Arena, a Bed and Breakfast package 

from the Pfister, Marquette Men’s Basket-
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• November 17—      

January 6, 2019  

Scrooooge!  

• January 19 — April 7 

Miniature Milwaukee Train 

Show 

• April 20 — May 25 

Japanese Tea Garden 

Your Exclusive Invitation:         

Member Appreciation Night! 
The Friends of the Domes is throwing you a party!  

In appreciation of your support for the Mitchell Park Horticultural 

Conservatory, we invite you to the second annual Membership   

Appreciation Event on Friday, January 18, 2019 from 6:00 PM to 

8:00 PM. All guests must RSVP by Friday, January 11, 2019. To RSVP, call the Friends of the 

Domes office at 414-257-5608 or email us at friendsofthedomes@gmail.com 

Join other members and the FOD Board of Directors for a special evening of dining and en-

tertainment with members-only perks. Just for you: 

• Get an exclusive peak at the Train Show: Miniature Milwaukee 

• Enjoy complimentary food and beverage  

• Receive an extra 10% discount (in addition to your 10% member discount) in the gift shop, 

Gifts Under Glass 

Member Appreciation Event continued on Page 6 

Hearts Under Glass 
We’ve Teamed up with Kendra Scott to Make 
Valentine’s Gift Shopping Easier than Ever! 

The romantic atmosphere of 

the Domes at night is the per-

fect setting for an unforgettable 

Valentine’s evening. The Domes 

will be open on Thursday, Feb-

ruary 14 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 

PM.  

Cocktails, small plate 

dining, and desserts 

will be available for 

purchase. Stroll the 

softly lit Domes, take 

a walk in the moonlit 

Desert Dome, spend 

a romantic moment in 

the Tropics, enjoy a spectacular light show 

amid the Miniature Milwaukee Train Show in 

the Show Dome. 

To make your gift-giving thoughtful and con-

venient, we have partnered with Kendra Scott 

for two special gift options: 

Boulder Junction continued on Page 7  Hearts Under Glass continued on Page 6  
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Something special for everyone on your 
list at the Domes Gift Shop! 
Chose from more holly jolly gift options than ever at the newly refreshed 

Gifts Under Glass! Puzzles, plants, ornaments, jewelry, candles, OH MY! 

And don’t forget gift memberships, engraved pavers, and options to sup-

port one of the animals that call the Domes their home.  

All purchases help support our mission of supporting the Domes. You 

can feel good about your shopping and remember, members always save 

10% off of all purchases 

MKE Native Apparel inspired by  

animals native to Milwaukee 

https://www.viveretteart.com 

Dominique Viverette 

Gourmet English Toffee 
Award-Winning Perfection! 

Made In Wisconsin 

Holiday Gift Boxes Available 

WWW.KPTOFFEE.COM 

262-886-3920 

Milwaukee and Wisconsin-themed gifts 

featuring designs full of playful icons that 

highlight Milwaukee’s lakefront, classic 

Wisconsin house party foods, and a slice 

of summer in the North Woods  

of Wisconsin! 
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Gifts Under Glass also has a wide selection of locally 

made goods and lots of toys and books for kids of all ages! 

New Year’s Eve Family Night Out 
Milwaukee’s Best Indoor Family New Year’s Eve Celebration! 

Add New Year’s Eve at the Domes (the best family-friendly indoor event in the city) to your family plans 

for the holidays, Monday, December 31 from 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM. This is truly a fun-packed evening for 

the whole family! 

Enjoy the lively tunes of the Garlic Mustard Pickers and entertaining performances by Magician Rick Allen 

as well as the Prismatic Flame. Dazzling light shows will light up the Show Dome throughout the night. 

Kids will also love balloon twisting and face painting by The Real Clowns. The DJ Dance Party is back with 

DJ Mike Sherwood. At 9:00 PM, everyone will be welcome to gather in the Annex for the Big Balloon 

Drop when almost a thousand balloons will be released from the ceiling. Guests will also receive a give-

away at the door. More fun to be announced! 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to event sponsors Habush, Habush and Rottier Charitable 

Foundation and WaterStone Bank for making this event possible. 

Food and beverages will be available for purchase from Zilli’s Hospitality Group. For more information 

and updates about our New Year’s Eve Family Celebration, go to our website, 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

When: Monday, December 31, 2018 at 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Cost: $10 per person; ages 2 and under are FREE. Purchase tickets in advance online or in the 

Domes Gift Shop. Tickets may be available at the door unless the event is sold out. Membership 

passes and Mitchell Park Coupons are not valid for this event. 
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Letter from the FOD Executive Director 
 By Sally Sullivan 

FOD Executive Director 

Happy Holidays to all our FOD 

Members! 

This is a happy and busy time of year 

at our Conservatory! The always 

beautiful holiday show is now open, 

and we always anxiously anticipate 

the annual train show (which opens 

on January 19). The FOD event sea-

son is also in high gear this time of 

year with New Year’s Eve and 

Hearts Under Glass coming up. 

You already know this is the perfect 

place to do your holiday shopping. 

Just consider: 

Our Gifts Under Glass gift shop is 

packed with unique and often local 

art, books, candles, jewelry, accesso-

ries, children’s games, books, and 

toys - and so much more.  

Membership to the Mitchell Park 

Horticultural Conservatory makes a 

perfect gift for anyone on your list. 

Give someone the gift of free admis-

sion every day of the year, reciprocal 

admission to gardens throughout the 

country, free or discounted admis-

sion to the abundance of adult edu-

cation programs planned for this 

upcoming year, and access to the 

wonderful therapeutic effect of im-

mersing oneself in arid and tropical 

climates right here in Milwaukee 

during our cold winter months.  

Give your family or a loved one a 

place to mark a special memory with 

an engraved paver in the Show 

Dome. 

Give the gift of a fabulous class of-

fered from the FOD Adult Education 

Program such as A Night Out with 

Braise—Upscale Hands-on Cooking and 

Dining class on January 25.  

For those on your list who love ani-

mals give the gift of an animal spon-

sorship - providing care for the many 

animals that reside in the Desert and 

Tropical Domes. 

More information on any of these 

options can be found on the Friends 

of the Domes website 

www.milwaukeedomes.org 

Mark your calendar! January 18 will 

be the second Membership Appreci-

ation Night. You’ll find that invitation 

on the first page of this newsletter. 

Be sure to RSVP by January 11 so 

that we can plan ahead for food and 

beverage.  

Everyone at the Friends of the 

Domes wishes you all a most won-

derful holiday season. We hope to 

see you often at the Domes – and, 

as always, thank you for your sup-

port of the Mitchell Park Horticul-

tural Conservatory.  

Please feel free to contact me at 

Friendsofthedomes@gmail.com 

Best wishes, 

Sally Sullivan 
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All Scale Train Lobby Exhibit  
Join us and experience the annual 

All Scale Train Lobby Exhibit on 

February 9 and 10, 9 AM to 4 PM. 

See one-of-a-kind collectible train 

layouts and talk with the hobbyists 

that design, build and showcase 

these amazing train sets from the 

smallest ZZ scale to one that the 

kids can ride in the Show Dome! These 

award-winning layouts are from personal 

collections that are seldom shown to the 

public. So bring the family and enjoy the 

nostalgic and collectible world of trains!  

When: Saturday, February 9 and Sunday, 

February 10, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Cost:  Free for FOD members; non-

members - regular admission prices apply 

The Friends of the Domes Staff Continues to Grow! 
The Friends of the Domes is delighted to introduce our new Assistant Events Coordinator, 

Noel Marsho. Her creativity and passion have helped us build excitement and support for our 

world-class Horticultural Conservatory (the Domes). Noel enjoys bringing people together for 

a good time and a good cause! The Friends of the Domes is proud to have her on our non-

profit team.  

Noel joined the FOD to assist with the coordinating, promoting, and facilitating of annual 

events and to create fun, new events at various venues. She is energetic, attentive to details, 

and likes getting creative with themes.  

Noel was thrilled to partner with Valentine Coffee Roasters for her first event at the Domes. 

Valentine donated coffee to celebrate National Coffee Day on September 29 at the Conserva-

tory. Visitors that day had the opportunity to meet Noel, share in her excitement for compli-

mentary Valentine Coffee, and learn about the coffee tree growing in the Tropical Dome.  

On October 26, Fox 6 Real Milwaukee was at the Conservatory to feature our first Day of the 

Dead Celebration. You may have seen Noel representing the Friends of the Domes. She shared details and our enthusiasm for 

the Day of the Dead event with Brian Kramp and Fox 6 viewers. Noel will soon be seeking partners from the community to 

create new opportunities for children at our annual Art in the Green event in April.  

The Friends of the Domes wants every event that supports the Conservatory to be meaningful and memorable. Your thoughts 

and ideas about events, and interest in sponsoring an event are welcomed and appreciated. Noel can be reached at:            

marsho.noel@gmail.com  

For details on upcoming events please visit milwaukeedomes.org. Events are also posted on Instagram (milwaukeedomes) and 

Facebook (The Milwaukee Domes).  

In Need of Terra Cotta Pots 
If your yard and garden clean-up this fall leaves you with unwanted terra cotta pots, please bring them to us! 

We are looking for pots 6 inches in diameter or larger, any condition. We will even clean them! Bring them to 

the admission desk anytime during business hours. 



Kendra Scott Will “Surprise Your Sweetheart” at 

Hearts Under Glass! 

Kendra Scott will provide a Surprise Your Sweetheart Val-

entine’s Day Gift service at Hearts Under Glass, with a 

portion of proceeds benefitting Friends of the Domes! 

Attendees who have purchased tickets to Hearts Under 

Glass will have the opportunity to pre-purchase a piece of 

Kendra Scott jewelry for their sweetheart over the 

phone** or in-store at Kendra Scott at the Corners of 

Brookfield. Your gift will be wrapped and ready for pick-up 

during the Hearts Under Glass event! Please mention 

"Hearts Under Glass" or "Friends of the Domes" when 

making your pre-purchase. Plus, 20% of all Surprise Your 

Sweetheart purchases will benefit Friends of the Domes! 

Pre-purchase orders will be accepted until 8:00 PM on 

February 13, 2019. 

To pre-purchase gifts by telephone, please call Kendra 

Scott at the Corners of Brookfield at 608-709-7250 and 

ask for a manager. 

Prize Pull for Hearts Under Glass - 100% of pro-

ceeds will benefit Friends of the Domes!  

If a surprise gift is more your style, visit the Kendra Scott 

table during the event and participate in the prize pull. The 

first 30 people who donate $25 to the Friends of the 

Domes will receive a ticket for the prize pull. Kendra Scott 

has donated 30 prizes— so every donor is a winner! Prizes 

will include Kendra Scott jewelry (valued at $45-$150), a 

gift certificate for a free piece of custom Kendra Scott 

Color Bar jewelry, or a Kendra Scott Prize Pack (including 

discount coupons, Kendra 

Scott nail polish, and more!). 

Call 414-257-5608 for more 

information or go to 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

When: Thursday, February 14 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Cost: $10 per person. Mem-

bership passes and Mitchell 

Park Coupons are not valid for 

this event. 
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Thank you to our advertisers! By purchasing 

ads in this newsletter, they have helped to  

underwrite its production costs. This frees up 

more resources for us to support the Domes! 

• Enjoy live music and several exciting light shows in the 

Show Dome  

• Meet your Friends of the Domes Board of Directors 

• Join in a plant walk in the Tropical and/or Desert Dome 

and learn even more about the amazing conservatory plant 

collection 

In order to plan for food we need to know in advance if you will 

be attending. We cannot admit walk in’s that evening. Please 

RSVP by Friday, January 11 by calling the Friends of the 

Domes office at 414-257-5608 or emailing us at  

friendsofthedomes@gmail.com 

We hope to see you there! 

When: Friday, January 18, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Cost:  Free for FOD members 

Member Appreciation Event continued from cover  
Hearts Under Glass continued from cover 



ball tickets, Kendra Scott jewelry, $50 Neroli 

gift card, $100 gift card to Doc’s Smokehouse, 

J.K. Lee Tae Kwon Do birthday parties, Rock 

Snow Park lift tickets, tickets to the Milwau-

kee Rep, autographed cookbook from LeRoy 

Butler, an American Girl doll, and more! Si-

lent auction bidding closes at 7:00 PM. 

Go to our website to bid early or to bid if 

you are not able to attend the event. The 

auction link will go live on our website 

www.milwaukeedomes.org on December 9.   

It doesn’t get easier than this to come out 

and support the Friends of the Domes! 

All money raised will go directly back into the 

Domes to support the Education Programs 

and our world class plant collection. 

For more information and updated silent auc-

tion list, go to our website, 

www.milwaukeedomes.org 

When: Sunday, December 16, all day. Silent 

auction bidding ends at 7:00 PM. 

Cost: No admission fee; food and beverages 

available at menu 

prices (a percent 

of your purchase 

will benefit the 

Friends of the 

Domes) 
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Get Out of the House and Volunteer at the Domes! 
Required Volunteer Training Sessions 
Nothing chases away the winter blues like helping friends in a warm place, full of lush plant life! We always need volunteers to 

help in a variety of different capacities. Join our wonderful group of volunteers to help: 

• At fundraising events like: New Year’s Eve, Hearts Under Glass, Dia de los Muertos, and Art in the Green 

• Greet visitors 

• In the gift shop 

• With clerical tasks or other activities 

• In the education center (Additional training may be required for some education center volunteer opportunities.)  

In addition to supporting the Friends, volunteers have the opportunity to learn more about the Domes, meet 

great people, and know that they are using their talents to benefit the Domes.  

Any current volunteers who have never attended a Friends’ volunteer training session are re-

quired to attend. The session ends with an exclusive Greenhouse Complex tour!  

Thursday, January 17, 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM   OR  Saturday, January 26, 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Enter through the Conservatory Annex Doors.  

Registration is required. Please contact domesvolunteer@gmail.com to register.  

Boulder Junction continued from cover 

From the Director’s Chair... 
By Sandy Folaron 

Director of the Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory 

Looking back on all of the events that have happened here at the Conserva-

tory the last few years, (closures, net installation, invasive inspections, Task 

Force evaluations, County Board resolutions, facility challenges, restrictive 

budgets, and the political dynamics of the County, to name a few) there is 

one thing that hasn’t changed—the dedication of the em-

ployees who work here! Their passion, creativity, and 

can-do attitude along with their unique ability to continu-

ally “roll with the punches” is both amazing and com-

mendable. I couldn’t be prouder of this Domes’ team!  

All of our staff—the horticulturists working on show 

designs and maintenance of our collections or growing crops in the green-

house; the parks artist creating props and graphics for our themed shows; 

the educator providing classes for thousands of kids coming to the Domes 

each year; the office assistant who keeps us all in line and current with the 

myriad of reports and piles of paperwork related to our finances; the ladies 

who sit in our admission booth; the maintenance staff who oversee our 

rentals and all that comes with cleaning and closing this large complex facili-

ty; and of course, our two managers, Amy and Peter who help put it all 

together—each one plays a vital role in our daily operations. We could not 

be our best if even one of these pieces was missing! 

So please, the next time you stop in, take a minute to say thanks! They are 

truly the unsung heroes in this story! 

Horticultural Manager: Amy Thurner; Special Events & Facility Manager: Peter Lepkowski; 

Horticultural Staff: Mary Braunreiter, Marian French, Maria Telikiozoglou, Heidi Kozuta; 

Greenhouse Horticulturists: Clay Gosse, Rory Petry; Parks Artist: Burt Gross; Office 

Assistant: Lisa Einert; Interpretive Educator: Paula Zamiatowski; Admissions Booth: Ra-

chel & Tonie; Maintenance Staff: Scott, Angela & Justin  
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Endless Opportunities for Learning 
New Friends of the Domes Adult-Education Program Offerings 
By Kelsey Simon 

Director of FOD Adult Education 

The Friends of the Domes Adult Education Program has been very busy in these early stages of this new program. We’ve 

hosted multiple classes and workshops here at the Domes and at other local businesses around Milwaukee with great success. 

Controlling Pests Biologically and Naturally was very informative, thanks to Ange at Wisconsin Garden and Pet Supply. Our 

Fall Fermentation Education Series was great fun with Christina Ward at City Lights Brewing Co. We had many laughs, worked 

our arms sore making sauerkraut, and quenched our thirsts with local brews. While our Medicinal Plant Walk with Tippecanoe 

Herbs was rained out, the rescheduled event was educational, entertaining and inspiring. We looked at the Domes through an 

artistic lens in the Intro to Macro Photography course with Kevin Hanley.  

In looking ahead, we are working on many other fun and educational experiences for our community like “Winter 

Wonderwalks” partnering with the Urban Ecology Center, “A Night Out With Braise—Upscale Hands-on Cooking and Dining 

Class,” and “Holiday Wreath Bough Trimming” partnering with Riveredge Nature Center. We will also have two more 

medicinal plant walks with Tippecanoe Herbs, and we’re shooting for more art-based classes at the Domes. We are starting 

regular and themed Domes Plant Walks led by Marquette Environmental Science students and a local certified Forest Therapy 

Guide. Stay tuned for another Marquette partnership with the “12 Plants that Changed the World Symposium” coming in 

Spring. 

We just added an interactive calendar of events to our website. We are always adding more classes, so be sure to check out 

this cool new feature that makes finding upcoming events easier than ever. You can also stay up to date on classes and events 

in our email reminders. We know you have very busy schedules at home, and that is why we 

sincerely appreciate your support of Friends of the Domes and our new Adult Education 

Program. Whether it’s snowshoeing through the park or making Holiday wreaths, we love being 

a part of your community. 

Class and Workshop Calendar: 

*These are just a few classes we have scheduled so far. Check out our Events Calendar on the 

website to find more! 

Your Reciprocal Gardens Benefit 
Don’t forget, your Friends of the Domes membership gets you access to hundreds of reciprocat-

ing gardens and conservatories across the country!  

• Escaping Wisconsin’s winter in Winter Park, Florida? Escape to Albin Polasek Museum and 

Sculpture Gardens! 

• Planning on Phoenix? Check out the Desert Botanical Garden! 

• Driving to Dallas? Drop in to the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden! 

As you plan your warm weather get-away, remember to check our website www.milwaukeedomes.org, go to “Get Involved” 

and select “Membership.” You will find a link to the Reciprocal Admissions Program document with a complete list of gardens 

that your FOD membership will get you into for free or at a discounted admission rate! 

December 15   Holiday Wreath Bow Trimming Workshop 

January 12 Winter Wonderwalk I: Snowshoe Plant Walk 

January 25 A Night Out with Braise—Upscale Hands-on Cooking and Dining class 

February 9 Winter Wonderwalk II:  Snowshoe Plant Walk 

February 23 Medicinal Plant Walk in the Tropical Dome with Tippecanoe Herbs 

March 30 Medicinal Plant Walk in the Tropical Dome with Tippecanoe Herbs 
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Dia de los Muertos sets an exciting new record for the FOD! 
Carrie Kelroy, Volunteer Coordinator 

The Domes hosted a new event this year on Friday October 26— Dia de Los Muertos. A sell-out crowd required this first-

time event to run smoothly and be supported by many volunteers. Initially, I was a little worried 

we could support such a large event. However, my fears were assuaged by the outpouring of 

community interest and support the event received. There were so many people interested in 

volunteering that I had to turn them away and redirect them toward future FOD events! 

Because of the large number of volunteers involved, the FOD used a new method to oversee 

various parts of the Mitchell Park Conservatory. One lead volunteer managed everyone in the 

Annex and another lead volunteer managed everyone in the Lobby and Tropical Dome. Chris 

Glowacki and Patty Leonard rose to the challenge and excelled in their leadership roles. A 

special thank you goes out to them! 

In the end, this event was run by 32 volunteers, a record number for a single FOD event! This 

group was made up of 18 dedicated FOD volunteers and supplemented with 7 high school 

students, 3 college students, and 4 adults from the UCC and National Association of Hispanic 

Nurses. Everyone reported that they enjoyed working the event and many requested to come 

back next year! 

SHARP Literacy and Mitchell Park Domes Offer Up a Sweet       
Experience for First Graders! 

By Paula Zamiatowski  

Domes Educator 

SHARP Literacy works with over 30 MPS schools and 6,000 students to provide 

educational experiences that enhance students’ understanding of science, social 

studies, and literacy through engaging lessons, hands-on interactive projects, and 

visual arts. In first grade, students read the book “Busy Bee: The Story of Bella the 

Honey Bee” to learn about bees and pollination. This is where the Domes comes 

in… 

Mitchell Park Domes is the perfect match for this curriculum. A specialized pro-

gram has been developed for first graders to participate in two bee-related hands-

on activities (Waggle Dance-movement* and Build a Pollinator Motel-sculpture) in 

the Show Dome. In the other two domes, students draw plants that need pollina-

tors, helping them to make more educational discoveries and real learning connec-

tions. Other pollinators, like bats, birds, and lizards, make it possible for us to en-

joy bananas, chocolate, cashews, and aloe juice—and thousands of other products. 

In the Education Center, everyone helps to make sugar for a plant to thrive and 

each student receives their own souvenir Domes Activity Book. Wow!  

SHARP Literacy covers a portion of the program fee and the Friends of the 

Domes Scholarship program covers the remainder, providing funds for the stu-

dents and parent chaperones. All transportation/bussing costs are paid for by 

funding from the MPS School System budget. 

*A little more about the waggle dance. The 

waggle dance is the honey bee’s special figure-

eight dance. This amazing dance allows bees to 

communicate information about the location of 

flowers, water 

sources, and even 

new nest sites to 

other members of 

their colony! 
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January 19 

through April 7 

Train Show in the Show 

Dome  

Open during all normal 

operating hours 

2019 theme: Miniature Milwaukee 

February 9 & 10 All Scale Train Lobby    

Exhibit 

A weekend of exhibits & unique train layouts displaying all types 

and sizes of collectible model trains 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

February 14 Hearts Under Glass* 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM Celebrate a romantic evening at the Conservatory with candle-

light, small plate dining, & desserts 

March 2 Gardens & Gears      

Steampunk Event 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Join us for a gadget filled garden party showcasing the culture, 

arts, & craftsmanship of the Steampunk era & lifestyle! Dress up & 

be part of the fun! Food available for purchase.   

March 17 Spring Equinox Event 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Guided sampling tours, astronomy, animals, music, demonstra-

tions, Tai Chi, mini workshops, & hands-on activities 

April 7 World of Dance 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM The colors, music, & presentation of ethnic dancing showcasing 

Milwaukee’s cultural heritage and rich history! 

April 27 & 28 Art in the Green* Saturday and Sunday 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Our annual two-day art festival featuring affordable local art with 

entertainment, food, & beverages. 

May 11 & 12 Torii Gate Festival 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Learn the art of Japanese floral arranging with demonstrations, 

exhibits, & displays.  

June 17 - 21 Pollination Station 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Daily Each day learn about a different pollinator with fun hands-on activ-

ities! 

September 7 Pirates & Princesses Dress up & head down for a day of crafts, displays, & interaction 

with children’s favorite characters. 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

September 14 & 

15 
Orchid Show & Sale  A weekend of orchid displays, classes, & the opportunity to pur-

chase amazing orchids to take home  
Sat. 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Sun.9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

October 25 Dia de los Muertos/ Day 

of the Dead Celebration 

A cultural twist on the heritage & traditions in honoring our an-

cestors. Safe & friendly family event with entertainment, treats, & 

crafts.  

6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Family  

Celebration* 

A family night of entertainment, music, and food!  6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

M I T C H E L L  PA R K  H O R T I C U LT U R A L  C O N S E R VAT O RY  

2 0 1 9  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

New Events are added regularly; schedule is subject to change. Please go to the Events tab of the www.milwaukeedomes.org 

website for an up-to-date calendar of events or call 414.247.5600.   *Fundraising event, special admission rates may apply. 
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A Warm Holiday Thank You to Noffke Tree Farms  
for their donation of trees for the holiday show in the Show Dome! 

THE FRIENDS OF THE DOMES   

Green Sheet 
Winter 2018 

By Kelsey Simon 

Director of FOD Adult Education 

Our Wisconsin climate supports a 

wide variety of plants both native 

and non-native to this region. While 

we may have a relatively short grow-

ing season, our moderate tempera-

tures and significant humidity helps 

our plants to be more successful in 

the summers than dryer climates. 

We love this climate for our sum-

mer gardens, but what happens to 

our plants over the long, cold win-

ters? How can some of our delicate 

perennials like decorative grasses 

survive our harsh winters and come 

back in spring?  

Many of us know how bulbs work. 

Common spring-blooming plants 

(like tulips) form large roots under-

ground sometimes referred to as 

“storage organs” to hold nutrients 

over winter in a safe storage place 

so the plants can emerge early in 

spring. Other perennials like grasses 

or trees have different methods. 

While water is vital to plants when 

temperatures are above freezing, it’s 

the limiting factor for 

over-wintering. 

When water inside 

the root tissue freez-

es, it creates very 

tiny ice crystals that 

damage the cell 

structure.  

Trees and grasses 

have very deep and 

intricate root sys-

tems that prepare for 

cold snaps months in 

advance. Yes, even 

evergreens. In gen-

eral, they prune off 

their own tiny fibrous 

hair-like roots 

(secondary and ter-

tiary roots) and expel 

How Our Plants Make it Through the Winter 
as much water as they 

can from either taproots 

or primary roots and fall 

into a dormant state. 

When spring arrives with 

warmer weather, it 

awakens these primary 

roots to continue grow-

ing new secondary and 

tertiary roots. Annuals 

on the other hand, tend to have very 

small primary roots and more shal-

low secondary roots, so when the 

cold creeps in, it nearly destroys all 

of their roots.  

Another survival feature of trees and 

grasses is their deeply penetrating 

root systems. Deeper soil stays at a 

fairly consistent temperature all year; 

here, the smaller secondary roots 

are more protected from freezing. 

This leads to the much larger and 

vastly more complicated topic of soil 

properties, hydrology, and climate 

biophysics.  

When trees go dormant for the win-

ter, they are in a slightly more deli-

cate state. People are often tempted 

to decorate with fresh 

boughs from their own 

tress for the fresh, festive smell and 

the convenience. However, trimming 

trees safely  in winter requires some 

special know-how. In December, we 

are partnering with Riveredge Na-

ture Center in Newburg to bring a 

“Holiday Wreath Bough Trimming” 

class. This class will teach attendees 

how to trim boughs from their own 

trees in a way that will not harm the 

trees. Sign up for our course on our 

website and learn to make your own 

holiday decor and take home a great 

centerpiece wreath, perfect for a gift 

or to have on your own table during 

your holiday entertaining!  

Correction: In the Fall 2018 newsletter, we 

incorrectly listed the author of the Green 

Sheet article “The Plant Power of Frankin-

cense.” Sincere apologies to Marian French, 

the correct author of this great article! 
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December 31, 2018  ........................ New Years Eve Family Celebration* 

January 5—March 30 .............. Winter Farmer’s Market in the Annex** 

January  18 ..........................................FOD Member Appreciation Night 

January  19-April 7 ............................ Train Show: Miniature Milwaukee 

February 9 - 10 ............................................ All Scale Train Lobby Exhibit 

February 14 ............................................................. Hearts Under Glass* 

March 2  ........................................... Gardens & Gears Steampunk Faire 

March 17 ............................................................... Spring Equinox Event 

April 7.......................................................................... World of Dancing 

April 27 & 28 ............................................................... Art in the Green* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*FOD fundraising event, admission rates apply 
**Saturday Mornings. 8:00 AM to Noon 

Upcoming Events 
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FRIENDS of the DOMES  
2018 BOARD of DIRECTORS 

 
OFFICERS 
Roger Krawiecki     President 
Tim Teske        Vice-President 
Beverly Smiley       Treasurer 
Jeremy Guth       Recording Secretary 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Connie Blair           Jack Smiley 
Susan Ford            Peter Smiley 
Barbara Mangold         Sally Sullivan 
John Ohm            Karen Von Rueden  
Mary Philipp           Margaret Wittig 
Marianne Schmid 

Terrell Ford  (Director Emeritus) 
  

FRIENDS OF THE DOMES STAFF MEMBERS 
Sally Sullivan       Executive Director 
Mary St. John       FOD Financial Manager 
Kelsey Simon       Director of FOD Adult Education 
Liz Fehring        Events Coordinator 
Noel Marsho       Assistant Events Coordinator 
Mary Philipp       Gift Shop Manager/ Buyer 
Deb Schiel        Resource Development 
Carrie Kelroy       Volunteer Coordinator 
Tiffany Scardino-Pech   Assistant Gift Shop Manager 


