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Ring in a Bright New Decade!  
Join us for the ULTIMATE family-friendly New Year’s 
Eve party 
Get your tickets today and plan to celebrate New 

Year’s Eve inside the Domes with us! The party starts 

at 6:00 PM. Enjoy dazzling light shows and performanc-

es by Prismatic Flame (movement with fire) in the 

Show Dome. Kids will get a glow stick to light up the 

night too!  

See what amazing tricks Magician Rick Allen has up his 

sleeves during his magic show. Local folksinger David 

Drake will be sharing stories and songs in the Desert 

Dome. DJ, Mike Sherwood will have kids movin’ and grovin’ to music in the Annex. Kids will 

love the balloon twisting and face painting by The Real Clowns.  

Food and beverages will be available for purchase during the event.  

Celebrate the end of the evening, the year, and the decade with a major balloon drop (1,000 

BALLOONS!) at 9:00 PM in the Annex. 
New Year’s Eve Celebration continued on page 3 

An Unforgettable Valentine’s Night Out 
Hearts Under Glass 
Experience the Domes at night with your special 

someone! Enjoy the romantic ambiance of soft 

glowing candles in the tropics, the allure of the 

moonlit desert, and spectacular light shows in the 

Show Dome.  

Live music will complete the atmosphere. 

Cocktails, small plate dining, and desserts available 

for purchase.  

For more details, visit our website 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

When: Friday, February 14 

6:00 PM to 9:00 PM   

Cost: $10 per person.  

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to spend more time together! 

Welcome 2020! 
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Shop, Sip, Support! December 13  
The EASIEST Way to Donate  
Our friends at Ray’s Wine & Spirits are offering a special fundraising day to support the Domes on Friday, December 13th! 

Ray’s offers an amazing selection of wines, beers, and spirits. With the holidays coming, you know someone will want to warm 

up with an Old Fashioned or a glass of Cabernet. Pick up your New Year’s Eve bottle of bubbly or a 6-pack of craft beer for 

the millennial on your list. Stock up with a few extra bottles of wine for friends who drop in or 

to have on-hand for easy last minute gifts.  

Once you have made your selections, remember to mention the Domes when you 

checkout. Ray’s will donate a portion of profits from purchases to the Friends of the 

Domes.  

Ray’s Wine & Spirits, 8930 W. North Ave. Wauwatosa  

Thank you Ray’s Wine & Spirits! 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to support more! 

Letter from the FOD Executive Director 
 By Sally Sullivan,  

FOD Executive Director 

Hello and Happy Holidays FOD Mem-

bers! 

Thank you to all members who came to 

the public meeting on the Future of the 

Domes in September. Your input is very 

valuable and appreciated. You have prob-

ably heard the buzz about the proposed 

plan that was put forward for Mitchell 

Park and The Domes. The plan submit-

ted by the Task Force is their proposal 

to the County based on 3 years of study 

and consultation with professionals and 

the public. It is a recommendation – not 

a done deal. It is now in the hands of the 

County who will vet the numbers, reality 

of the partnerships proposed, and fund-

ing possibilities. The Domes themselves 

are still undergoing testing, so there is 

still a lot of work to be done to move 

forward.  

Members, we are reintroducing the 

half price gift membership offer 

once again this holiday season. Read 

more about it on page 3.  This special 

offer will make it easy to share your 

affection for the Domes with friends and 

family.  

As you plan your gift giving this season, 

consider one of the many options availa-

ble at the Domes: 

• Mark a special memory with an en-

graved paver in the Show Dome 

• Sponsor one of the animals residing 

in the Tropical and Desert Domes 

• Shop local and support small busi-

ness! The Domes Gift Shop is full 

of fun, local, educational books, 

toys, jewelry, candles, fairy gardens, 

and so much more! 

• Buy a membership for someone and 

give them the gift of the Desert and 

the Tropics all year. 

This holiday season, we also ask that you 

please consider increasing your member-

ship level. You as our members are our 

strength! 

We at the Friends wish you a most joy-

ous holiday season and a new year full of 
peace and happiness.  We hope to see 

you often! 

Sally Sullivan 

FOD Executive Director 

sallysullivan.fod@milwaukeedomes.org 

In the Show Dome: Holiday Garden Show 
Through January 5, 2020 
This year's holiday garden show captures the look and feel of all the classic 

lights, ornaments, and decorations of the holiday season. It features several 

varieties of poinsettias (including 'Classic Red' and 'Polar Bear White') 

leading up to a classically-

decorated tree, decorative 

garlands, and a newly refur-

bished sleigh to provide a 

beautiful backdrop for holiday 

photos. 

Far right:  Horticulturist Maria and Parks 

Artist Burt lifted up high to decorate our 

beautiful holiday tree,  November 2019 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to stay informed! 
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It’s a party with a purpose! Funds raised from events like this support educational programs and 

projects at The Domes.  

No tickets will be sold at the door for our New Year’s Eve event.  

Three easy ways purchase tickets (while supplies last): 

• Visit the Domes Gift Shop 

• Go to our website www.milwaukeedomes.org 

• Call 414-257-5608 

When: Tuesday, December 31, 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM   

Cost: $10 per person, children two and younger are 

free.  

New Year’s Eve Celebration continued from Cover page  

Thank you very much to the following organizations for sponsoring this event: 

A Special Offer for all members, just in time for the holidays! 
We are bringing back the Half Price Gift Membership deal for the duration of the Holiday and Train shows! 

Members may buy a membership to the Domes as a gift for someone else at half price up to the Sustaining ($250) 

Level. You may buy as many gift memberships as you like.  This offer is only available in the Gift Shop or over the phone. (It will 

not be available on our website.) To purchase over the phone please call the Friends of the Domes office at 414-257-5608. 

2020 Model Train and Garden Show:  
Attack of the Giant Monsters! 2 
By Burt Gross, Milwaukee County Parks Artist 

Attack of the Giant Monsters 2 is the exciting sequel to our first giant-

monster themed model train show in 2016. The first show was cut 

short (due to the Domes closure), but the monsters have returned, and 

they are bigger and better! Our G-scale model train garden will feature 

spoofs of your favorite classic giant movie monsters. Visitors will travel 

the tracks through a not-so-scary but very silly set of cities under at-

tack, creatures lurking in the plants, and plenty of hidden surprises.  

The garden will include miniature topiary azaleas and other varieties of 

dwarf evergreen trees. Among many varieties of flowering annuals, this 

show will also showcase a unique eyeball looking plant called Acmella 

oleracea and a carnivorous plant display to complement this show's 

Monster theme. 

The show runs from January 18 through March 29. 

Balloon Drop in the Green House Annex with 1,000 balloons!; In the Show Domes, Prismatic 

Flame (movement with fire) will be dazzling guests 

All-scale Train Lobby Exhibit 
February 8 and 9, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, the lobby of the Domes will be 

transformed into a bustling train station, with trains of all scales on view! 

Enthusiasts and collectors will be on-board to answer questions. 
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Letter from the Director of the Conservatory 
 

A Reminder to All 
Members  
Please bring your 

membership card with you 

every time you visit the 

Domes. Winter is a very 

busy time at the 

Conservatory with long 

lines on many days. Having 

your card ready really helps 

speed up admission to the 

Conservatory for everyone.  

Thank you!  

By Doris Maki 

Director of the Mitchell Park Horticul-

tural Conservatory 

Hello Dear Friends of the Domes,  

Autumn has begun with a mischie-

vous hint of winter and the Mitchell 

Park Horticultural Conservatory is 

warming up with excitement as we 

get ready for our busiest season. ‘Tis 

The Season for the Domes! As I 

reflect on my first three months as 

the Domes Director, I am over-

whelmed by feelings of gratitude, 

inspiration, and the urge for action.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to 

serve as the Domes Director and to 

lead this beloved Milwaukee land-

mark in a time of imminent change 

not only for the Domes but also for 

Milwaukee County and our sur-

rounding community. Grateful also 

to be part of a talented, dedicated, 

and hard-working team of 14 individ-

uals who truly value the connection 

between the fascinating world of 

plants and people. The Domes team 

curates a very diverse and unique 

plant collection, creates wonderful 

floral exhibits, grows and conserves 

thousands of plant species, and wel-

comes and educates hundreds of 

visitors from around the globe while 

they are constantly being challenged 

to do more with less and maintain 

the same level of excellence – no 

easy task. I am equally grateful for 

the Friends of the Domes continued 

support for the last 30 years. The 

Domes would not be the same with-

out your commitment, leadership, 

and passion for the Conservatory. 

Thank you Friends of the Domes for 

your valuable contributions of time 

and money to educational program-

ming, cultural events, and the en-

hancement of our floral shows and 

plant collections! 

I am inspired by the many communi-

ty organizations and businesses from 

the Mitchell Park area and near 

south side who have reached out 

and shown their appreciation for the 

Mitchell Park Horticultural Conserv-

atory as a Milwaukee tourist destina-

tion and its positive impact for the 

neighborhood and its residents mak-

ing Milwaukee a better place to live 

and visit. I look forward to collabo-

rating with all of them and with the 

Friends of the Domes as I believe we 

are, and will be, stronger together. I 

know some of this collaboration is 

already taking place not only with 

external organizations but also with 

many groups within the Parks De-

partment. Stay tuned for the all new 

educational programs and the im-

provements in the Education Center 

coming soon all made possible by the 

Friends of the Domes. We have re-

ceived lots of compliments for Edu-

cation Center additional hours and 

this is also made possible by the 

contribution of the precious time 

and the knowledge and experience 

of our volunteers. I am truly inspired 

seeing our volunteers leading activi-

ties and interacting with our visitors 

during special activities like Sto-

rytime every Monday and Walk the 

Domes every Tuesday.  

The call for action was very clear as 

I began my position as the Horticul-

tural Services Director in August 

when the Milwaukee County Task 

Force's final recommendation for 

the future of the Domes was pre-

sented and when in September the 

public voiced their opinion for the 

first time. There is certainly a lot to 

consider, discuss, plan, and explore, 

but my call for action to you and 

anyone who asks me how to con-

tribute is “Come and visit the 

Domes today! The Mitchell Park 

Horticultural Conservatory offers 

three unique environments for you 

to enjoy and explore. We are open 

every day. Don’t forget to bring a 

friend." 

From the bottom of my heart, mil 

gracias Friends of the Domes for 

such a warm welcome! 

Sincerely, Doris Maki 

Kid of all ages love to catch them! 

Pokémon Go    
By Burt Gross, Milwaukee County Parks Artist 

Get out of the cold and join the Pokémon craze.  The pop-

ular phone app game uses GPS technology to hide digital 

Pokémon and various prizes in real-world (mostly outdoor) 

locations and the Domes is no exception! The bonus is that 

the Domes aren’t exactly outdoors, so this winter you can 

come inside and play while staying warm and dry—not to 

mention take in the beautiful gardens.   

This game is easy to learn, easy to play, and truly fun for all ages. It encourages exercise and 

meeting friendly new people in the community. The app is free to download, and for those 

currently playing, there are four indoor Poké-Stops and one Poké-Gym. Check our Facebook 

site for periodic special gatherings of players 

at the Domes! Charge up your smart phone 

and catch them all!  

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to be more active! 



P A G E  5  

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to shop local! 

Blooming gifts with stems and lots of STEM books, toys, 
and games for all of the kids! 

Holiday Gifts Under Glass 
The Domes Gift Shop offers a great 

selection of unique, local, educational, and 

beautiful gifts, plus extra-special, personal 

gifts that require no wrapping!  

Tasteful and tasty gifts! 

Beautiful scarves, 
jewelry, t-shirts, and 
tote bags 

No-wrap options 
like animal 
sponsorships, Gift 
Memberships 
(half-off for a 
limited time, see 
page 3), and 
engraved pavers 
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2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to learn more! 
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Welcome Holly Brockman 
New Assistant Events Coordinator for the Friends of the Domes 

Hi! My name is Holly, and I am the new Assistant Events Coordinator for The Friends of the 

Domes. Although Florida-born, I am Wisconsin-raised. I grew up in Wauwatosa and spent much 

time outdoors hiking, with animals, and doing anything art related. In addition to watching or 

reading whatever I can find from the mystery genre, hiking, animals, and art remain my favorite 

pastimes. I graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire with a degree in both 

Psychology and Art. I owned and operated a dog salon prior to my position with The Friends of 

the Domes. I have an adorable little daughter, who is the love of my life. We spend as much time 

as we can with our family, who mostly all live in the area. We recently attended the latest show 

at The Domes, “Welcome to Hundred Acre Woods,” which was a treat! The Domes staff is 

incredibly talented- Go Domes! 

My background in art and psychology has proven handy within my position at The Friends. I have 

been able to work on several fun graphic design projects, as well as participate as part of a 

wonderful team to plan the second annual, and my first event as Assistant Events Coordinator, Dia de los Muertos 

Celebracion! The opportunity to work as a partner to such a wonderful Milwaukee Icon as The Domes has been an honor. 

My most memorable visit to The Domes was definitely taking my daughter to the “Welcome to Hundred Acre Woods” floral 

show. With her Winnie the Pooh Bear in hand, she traveled through the Show Dome in awe. She found Pooh’s owl friend in a 

tree, showed Pooh where Mr. Sanderz lives, and didn’t want to leave the red balloon on display behind! It was easy to forget 

that we were in the middle of a busy city that day. 

Thank you to our advertisers! By purchasing ads in this newsletter, they have helped to underwrite its production costs. 

This frees up more resources for us to support the Domes! 

From the Education Center 
By Paula Zamiatowski, Conservatory Interpretive Educator 

Weekly Storytime 

Mondays at 10:30 

Storytime in the Domes Education Cen-

ter is booked with fabulous volunteers 

sharing their storytelling talents with our 

young guests. We are grateful for these 

volunteers who bring these stories to life! 

Storytime is every Monday (except during 

holidays) October through June, 10:30 

AM - 11:00 AM in the Education Center. 

What a great reason to get the kids out of the house on a 

winter Monday morning! 

SHARP Literacy 

The Education Center held their first 2019-2020 SHARP 

Literacy class in October with the Malaika Learning 

Center in Milwaukee, and we had such a great time! My 

favorite activity was seeing not only the first graders, but 

the PARENTS TOO, acting out different pollinators: bats, 

birds, honey bees, and bumblebees. Our bellies were sore 

afterwards from laughing so hard. 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to keep the kids learning! 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  
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Warm your heart and your whole self— 

Volunteer at the Domes! 
Volunteer Training Sessions 
Volunteering gives you a chance to give back to your community while spending time at the best place to be when the 

temperature dips! Attend one of the scheduled training sessions, and we will be happy to find a volunteer opportunity that is 

just right for you. Join our wonderful group of volunteers to help: 

• At fundraising events like: New Year’s Eve, Hearts Under Glass, Día de los Muertos, and Art in the 

Green 

• Greet visitors 

• In the gift shop 

• With clerical tasks or other activities 

• In the education center (Additional training may be required for some education center volunteer 

opportunities.)  

In addition to supporting the Friends, volunteers have the opportunity to learn more about the Domes, meet great people, and 

know that they are using their talents to benefit the Domes.  

Any current volunteers who have never attended a Friends’ volunteer training session are required to attend. 

Saturday, January 18, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM  OR  Wednesday, January 22, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Enter through the Main Lobby Doors.  

Registration is required. Please contact carriekelroy.fod@milwaukeedomes.org 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to volunteer more! 



www.milwaukeedomes.org  
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Amazon Smile: You Shop, Amazon Gives!  
Go to smile.amazon.com and select the Friends of the Domes 

as your organization of choice. Always start your shopping at 

smile.amazon.com, and Amazon will make a donation for each 

purchase you make!  

Our Sincere Thanks to all who Donated During Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
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Green Sheet 
Winter 2019 

By Marian French,  

Desert Domes Horticulturist 

Thanks to the generous sponsorship 

of the Friends of the Domes, I was 

able to attend Where Ecology Meets 

Economy, a local conference on na-

tive plants, sustainable landscaping, 

and other pressing environmental 

issues related to horticulture. This 

well-attended gathering of green-

industry professionals was hosted by 

Boerner Botanical Gardens and fea-

tured two extensive talks by Doug 

Tallamy. As an entomologist, Dr. 

Tallamy has conducted numerous 

studies concerning native insects, 

specifically the link between caterpil-

lar and bird populations. He stressed 

the importance of using native plants 

Where Ecology Meets Economy 
in our 

landscap-

ing when-

ever pos-

sible to 

help sup-

port local 

insects, 

which 

have specifically adapted to feed on 

them. Without an abundance of in-

sect life, most of the birds we know 

and love would not be able to feed 

their young, and ecosystems all 

around us would start collapsing.  As 

Dr. Tallamy put it, “Insects are the 

currency of our ecological bank ac-

count.” There was a break for lunch, 

followed by a panel discussion that 

included horticulture professionals 

as well as native plant experts. Later 

in the afternoon, different guided 

tours were offered around the bo-

tanical gardens. All in all, it was an 

impressive day of education and net-

working. I left feeling energized to 

continue working on the different 

outdoor beds at the Domes, which 

all act as vital pollinator and insect 

habitat. I am hopeful that in the fu-

ture we can expand our garden foot-

print and add even more beauty and 

habitat to the park.  

Cedar Waxwing 

Walk The Domes 
Tuesday Mornings 
Looking for a way to boost energy, improve mood, reduce stress, fight osteoporosis, build bones, 

nourish, joints and strengthen heart and lungs with others in your community? Consider walking 

inside the Domes! Walking 5 times around in the outer pathway totals one mile. This winter, we 

are offering several volunteer led walks. For the volunteer-led walks, trained volunteers will help 

you warm up with your first lap and a gentle stretch in the lobby. Then you’ll walk three more 

laps, stretch and cool down for your fifth and final lap. After only 30 minutes, you will be able to 

check exercising off of your to-do list for the day! Bring your walking shoes, a water bottle, and 

dress in layers.  

You are welcome to walk laps in the Domes on your own at any time (although you will not be 

able to walk through the Show Dome during show changes).  

When: Tuesdays, 9:15 AM to 10:00 AM; see table below for dates of volunteer-led 

walks. There are no volunteer-led walks during weeks when there is a show change in the Show 

Dome. 

Cost: Free for FOD members; for non-members, regular Domes admission rates apply.  

November 5, 2019—December 17, 2019 Volunteer Led Walks Every Tuesday 

January 31, 2020—March 31, 2020 Volunteer Led Walks Every Tuesday 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to exercise more! 

Looking for More About Supporting Local Species? 
Once you begin to think about the 

connection between different aspects 

of the ecological web, it is easy to 

see the ripple effect of the disruption 

of a single strand of this web. A sim-

ple way we can all make a difference 

is to choose native species when 

planning out outdoor spaces. Wis-

consin birds thrive on native insects 

who thrive on native plants! 

A great resource for finding native 

plant species that support native in-

sects and therefore native birds is 

www.audobon.com. You can enter 

your zip code and view a list of 

plants native to your area and the 

birds they will support. 

Another great resource, also availa-

ble online, is a PDF by Mariette 

Nowak and the Wisconsin Society 

for Ornithology. Search the term 

Beyond the Bird Feeder Booklet 

to find this excellent resource, spe-

cific to Wisconsin birds and plant 

species. 

Image from Mariette Nowak’s Beyond the Bird 

Feeder Booklet, available free online 

Bird feeders help birds survive 
the winter, but planting 
native species has an even 
greater impact for the 
ecosystem. 

2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
Resolve to plant local! 
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Saturdays through March 28 . Winter Farmer’s Market in the Annex*** 

December 13  .................................... Ray’s Wine and Spirits Fundraiser 

December 31  .............................. New Year’s Eve Family Celebration** 

February 8—9  ............................................ All-scale Train Lobby Exhibit 

February 14 .......................................................... Hearts Under Glass** 

February 29  .................................. Gardens and Gears Steampunk Faire 

March 15  ............................................................... Spring Equinox Event 

March 29  ....................................................................... World of Dance 

April 13  ................................................................................... Earth Day 

April 25—26   ............................................................. Art in the Green** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Events subject to change. Please visit our website and click Events. 
**Special Fundraising Event; event admission charges apply 
***Saturday Mornings. 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Upcoming Events* 
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2020 Ring in a Bright New Decade 
See inside for ten great           
ideas for keeping your                             
New Year’s resolutions! 


