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Poinsettia Promenade 

Holiday Show 

Stepping Down, Not Stepping Away 
With deep gratitude and appreciation, the Friends of the Domes 

announces that one of our longest and most hard-working board 

members has stepped down. Roger Krawiecki has been a member 

of the Friends of the Domes since 1987 and a volunteer since 

1992. Less than a year later, he joined the board and since has 

served as treasurer and then as president for many years. Recent-

ly, he represented the FOD on the Domes Task Force. Many of 

our members know Roger from FOD meetings and events, and he 

assures us that we will still see him regularly at the Domes (when 

they reopen). We are excited to share our interview with Roger 

with the FOD members. 

What inspired you to initially become a member and then to volunteer with the FOD? 
My love of plants started at an early age. My father loved working outside in the garden, and I 

would help him divide the perennials and keep the plants watered. During college I worked 

summers at Jackson Park and met some wonderful friends. Thanks to these friends, I started 

visiting the Domes and became a FOD member in 1987. I moved to Layton Boulevard in 1988 

and am walking distance to the Domes. In 1992 I volunteered for the first time. It was an art 

This issue is dedicated to our friend, a true champion 
of the Friends of the Domes, Roger Krawieki. 

Welcome Back! 
The Domes Reopens with 
Special Member-Only Days! 
We are excited to announce that September 23, 

24, & 25 will be a soft opening of the Domes for 

FOD Members only! This is a special “thank 

you” from the Friends of the Domes and 

Milwaukee County Parks for your support of the 

Domes. We are excited to offer this, as we will 

not have a membership appreciation event this 

year due to COVID. The Domes will open to 

non-members on September 26. 

All visitors will be required to make a 

reservation online before visiting.  Please 

read page 3 for all of the details and to 

understand what is required as you plan your 

visit!  

Please read the Letter from the FOD Executive 

Director on page 2 for additional member 

information. 

Bring the Día De Los Muertos 
Celebration Home with our Special 

Celebration kit—Available in 
October in the Domes Giftshop and 

on our website! 

Interview with Roger Krawiecki Con’t on page 8 
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Letter from the FOD Executive Director 

Gift Shop Now Hiring 
Join Our Team!  
We have immediate openings for part-time 

employees in the Domes Gift Shop, 

especially weekend hours. If you enjoy 

interacting with people, have computer 

skills and register experience, please email 

Gift Shop Manager, Mary Philipp, to set up 

an interview: 

maryphilipp.fod@milwaukeedomes.org 

Our non-profit gift shop is staffed by a 

great group of people. The shop focuses 

on horticultural items related to the 

Conservatory and carries many items from 

local artists, authors, and vendors. Let us 

know if you would like to join our staff to 

help in our mission of support for the 

Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory. 

By Sally Sullivan, FOD Executive Director 

Hello Friends! 

I am excited to bring you the news 

that the Domes will reopen this 

month. The even more exciting news 

is that we will open with Member-only 

days on September 23, 24 and 25. The 

conservatory will open to the public 

on Saturday, September 26. For the 

foreseeable future, the Domes will be 

open Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 

Fridays, 9 AM to 5 PM and Saturdays 

and Sundays, 9 AM to 4 PM. Read 

more about the Member Only days 

and everything you need to know on 

page 3. 

As the six-month marker for the 

Domes closure due to COVID ap-

proaches, we have perspective on the 

impact of the pandemic on our organi-

zation. 

Our two major sources of revenue are 

the Gift Shop and Membership. With 

the Domes closed, the Gift Shop reve-

nue stream came to a halt. Member-

ship renewals have been strong. 

Thank you members! You kept us 

going during this time. We are also so 

appreciative for the great percentage 

of renewals that also contained an add-

ed donation. New memberships, as 

expected, have been slow, and we ex-

pect new memberships to be down 

until we reopen. We are very confi-

dent our membership will rebound and 

continue to grow because we all love 

the Domes! Your continuing support is 

critical for our mission of support, and 

we are so appreciative of our member 

loyalty. 

Over the summer, we have seen 

changes to our Board of Directors. 

We would like to extend our deep 

gratitude to two directors who 

stepped off the board. Roger 

Krawiecki and Sue Ford both served 

the FOD for over 30 years. Their ded-

ication to the Friends and the Domes 

is much appreciated.  

Our FOD Educators have been busy 

all summer working to prepare for the 

challenges of what school will look like 

this fall – virtual, in person, or a com-

bination of both. It seems to change 

weekly as school districts work to find 

the best solution for their students. 

We will be ready for this school year, 

for whatever the schools need, to 

share Domes education with students 

and teachers. 

In this issue we are recognizing our 

wonderful donors over this past 2019-

2020 fiscal year. We extend our sin-

cere gratitude for your generosity and 

your continuing dedication to sustain-

ing Milwaukee’s world-class horticul-

tural conservatory. You make every-

thing we do possible. 

Welcome back. We are looking for-

ward to seeing you again soon! 

Sally Sullivan 

FOD Executive Director 

Important Updates to Your FOD Membership 
We have lots to share with you about your Friends of the Domes membership. We have updated all member-

ships to account for the time the Domes were closed this year. You will receive an extension for each day your 

membership was valid during the shutdown. If you bought or renewed your membership during the closure you 

should receive your new card prior to the reopening on September 23. 

Additionally, you may now access your membership information by clicking on the “Membership Booth” on our website: 

www.milwaukeedomes.org. Enter your Membership ID and last name to view your status including your Membership Level and 

Renewal Date. If you didn’t need to renew because your membership was still valid during the past 6 months, you can find your 

new expiration date, which is not reflected on your current card. Your updated expiration date will appear as well when your 

card is scanned at the admission booth. You can also use this new feature to take advantage of your reciprocity benefit when 

you visit other gardens if you don’t have your card with you when you travel. 

When you next renew, the member card you receive will be a permanent card. The letter that accompanies your card will indi-

cate your updated membership dates.  If you need a reminder of your dates, you can use the Membership Booth to look it up! 

This will be a tremendous money saver for the FOD allowing us to put more of our revenue into support of the Domes. 

As of November 1st we will begin charging a $5 fee for card replacement. This has become necessary due to the high number of 

requests we get to replace lost cards. We need to cover the costs involved in staff time, card stock and postage. We thank you 

for your understanding in this regard. 

Remember: you will need your card to enter the Domes and to make a reservation, so if you have misplaced it please let us 

know asap so that we can get a new one to you before the $5 charge goes into effect on November 1. 
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Bring the Día De Los Muertos Celebration Home 
By Noel Marsho, FOD Events Coordinator  

Four years ago, the Friends of the Domes held our first annual Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) 

Celebration at the Domes, and each year since, the celebration has gotten bigger and more popular. 

We have been proud to celebrate this holiday with local communities who have been celebrating it for 

centuries and excited to share this tradition with people who had never heard of it. This year, we in-

vite you to go beyond visiting the Domes for this celebration and welcome it into your home with our 

new Celebration Kit. 

Día de los Muertos is not the same as Halloween, even though they occur near the same time of year. 

It is actually a much older celebration. Though its name sounds scary and somber, it is a colorful, joy-

ous Mexican holiday dedicated to celebrating those who have died. Festivities are full of meaningful 

traditions, foods, and symbols including marigolds, sugar skulls, candles, pan de muerto (bread of the 

dead), paper banners, ofrendas (altars) and music and dancing. Who will you honor on this year’s Día 

de los Muertos? 

Altars, known as ofrendas are created to honor and celebrate deceased loved ones for Día de los 

Muertos. They serve as tributes. In the past, in partnership with Milwaukee County Parks Domes staff, 

we had created ofrendas within the Domes. We encourage you to create your own ofrendas at home 

this year and share your photos with us.  

Although this year our observation and celebration of Día de los 

Muertos will be different, it may be even more meaningful and personal. The Friends of 

the Domes is designing a unique virtual event. We are also offering at-home activities 

and crafts in our special new Celebration Kits. We invite you all to join us and bring this 

holiday to your home!  

Día de los Muertos celebration kits will be available starting in October in the giftshop or 

on our website. Proceeds from our kid-friendly Celebration Kits will benefit educational 

programming at the Domes. 

The Domes Reopen with Member-Only Days! 
Be one of the first to visit safely during our Soft Opening! 
Here is everything you need to know about the Member-only Soft Opening, September 23, 24, and 25 and about visiting the 

Domes on or after September 26 when they are once again open to the general public: 
• All visitors including members must make a 

reservation online before visiting the Domes. 

• After September 16, you will be able to make a reser-

vation by visiting our website 

www.milwaukeedomes.org and clicking Reservation at 

the top of the page. 

• When you register, you will need your member ID 

number which can be found on your membership card.  

• If you plan to visit the Domes and have mis-

placed your card please contact us at 414-257-5608 

or email: fod@milwaukeedomes.org  BY SEPTEM-

BER 21 so that we can have your replacement card 

available for pick up at the Admission Booth by the 

member opening date of September 23. 

• Members MUST have their membership card 

with them to enter the Domes as a member. 

Admissions staff will not look up membership infor-

mation as they have in the past. 

• For the foreseeable future, the Domes will be open 

Wednesday through Friday 9 AM to 5 PM and Saturday 

and Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM.  

• All membership expiration dates have been updated to 

pro-rate your membership for the duration of the 

Domes closure. If you haven’t received a new card, the 

updated date will be reflected as your current card is 

scanned when visiting the Domes. 

• All visitors are required to wear masks.  

• Please observe the one way directional flow through 

the Domes and the 6 foot social distance markers on 

the floor. 

• Please note that the fall floral show The Haunting of 

Sleepy Hollow will be in the installation process during 

the Member Only days so your visit may be limited to 

the Desert and Tropical Domes. 

Thank you for your patience and continued support during 

this very challenging time! 
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Insects With Benefits 
By Clay Gosse, Mitchell Park Domes Horticulturist  

What does a biological pest control program consist of in a greenhouse setting? And why are 

greenhouses reducing their use of conventional chemical pesticides and moving to introducing 

beneficial insects?  

As most of the work done in floriculture greenhouses happens behind the scenes and people 

may not think about pesticide use in greenhouses, coming up with answers to these questions 

can be challenging. Because ornamental plants are not consumed like food crops, the pace of 

change towards “organic” growing systems seems to be much slower. Here at The Domes, we 

are trying to change that.  

I am happy to report that over the last three years the The Domes production greenhouses 

have been transitioning away from conventional pesticides at a rapid pace. With the significant 

contribution made by The Friends of the Domes this year we will be able to expand our 

beneficial insect biocontrol program and continue to move away from pesticides more 

efficiently and effectively. Your generous gift gives us the ability to switch from a reactive pest 

control approach to a more proactive approach against greenhouse pests such as aphids, thrips, 

mites, and whiteflys. Ultimately this will result in better pest management, cost savings, and 

reduced waste. 

A biological control program employs an organism (an insect, nematode, arachnid, or even 

beneficial microbes) instead of, or in conjunction with, pesticides to control insects and 

pathogens. Currently at the Domes greenhouse complex, we use a wide variety of biological 

controls to combat pests from the air, plant surfaces, and soil. For example, we use Aphidius 

colemani, a tiny parasitic wasp that can fly throughout the crop and oviposit its eggs directly 

into aphids which will then become parasitized.  

Phytoseiulus persimilis is a predatory mite that we sprinkle onto the crop, at which point it 

crawls on the plant’s surface to feed on two spotted spider mites. Within the soil we use a 

special type of Nematode named Steinernema feltiae that feeds on immature stages of fungus 

gnats and thrips larva that live in the potting mix. These are just a few examples of the biologicals we are using, and the 

benefits our plants receive from the synergy they provide in combination. Biological controls are much more complex than the 

previous “point and shoot” method, or should I say “point and spray.”   

The transition from conventional pesticides to biological control programs in large scale ornamental plant production is not 

being driven by the ill effects of pesticides, but rather by the fact that conventional pesticides have been used so frequently and 

irresponsibly that pests are becoming resistant to the toxic compounds. As a result, the once cheap and cost-effective 

conventional pesticides are losing their appeal. With that said, I am proud that The Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory in 

collaboration with the Friends of the Domes is working towards a more ecologically responsible future that depends less on 

toxic chemicals and more on beneficial biological systems. 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

Growing with the Thymes—Special Fundraiser 
In keeping with getting creative during this unusual time, the Friends 

of the Domes is going virtual with a fundraising event in December. 

We are planning a week-long online auction “Growing with the 

Thymes” to raise funds to support our education programming, 

expansion and care for the Domes plant collection, and facility 

enhancements. Watch for a variety of unique and valuable items to 

bid on.  

Members, we would welcome any donations you wish to add to the 

auction - services, gift cards, packages such as wine baskets, or 

other themed ideas. Maybe you would be able to make a matching 

challenge on a level of donations to the FOD? 

We look forward to this new and ambitious event to support the 

Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory. 
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Activity Adventure kits make great gifts or great teaching tools for those who are 
educating from home! 

More Outdoor Adventures this Fall!  
New Activity Adventure kits are available from our education team  
Fall is the perfect time to get kids outside to explore. Rather than la-

menting the end of summer, help kids to see the beauty of each day and 

the magic of the changing of seasons. 

We are excited to announce that we have TWO new kits to offer! 

“Backyard Bug Buddies” and “Growing With My Garden” are ready for 

pick up or shipping in the USA. Each kit has Friends of the Domes ex-

clusive activities like our memory cards, bug pooter, or seed necklace! 

Your child can explore the world of insects with a butterfly net, a bug 

viewer, and an Incredible Insect Project that lights up! Imagine them 

digging in the garden with their garden tote complete with tools or 

planting herbs or wildflowers with the Herb Garden Greenhouse or 

Butterfly Garden Starter projects. Many of the projects included in the 

“Growing with My Garden” kit can even be done indoors this fall or 

winter. All come complete with easy to follow instructions. Start your 

adventure today!  

For detailed descriptions of what each kit includes: Go to our 

website, www.milwaukeedomes.org, click Education in the main menu, 

then select Family Programs.  

To purchase: Visit the Domes giftshop or go to our website, 

www.milwaukeedomes.org, click Store in the main menu, then select 

Activity and 

Adventure Kits.  

We love these pictures we have received of kids enjoying their kits!! 
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The Education Staff Headed to Canada 
By Erica Putman, FOD Education Director and Pete Stobie, Lead Interpretive Educator  

This April, the Friends of the Domes education staff, Pete Stobie and Erica Putman, had the opportunity to attend the Nationa

Association for Interpretation (NAI) conference. NAI is a not

pretation of natural and cultural, heritage resources in settings such as parks, zoos, museums, nature centers, aquaria, bota

gardens, and historical sites. The three

and Canada. 

Pete and Erica attended several workshops and sessions. They attended learning programs that focused on the importance of 

storytelling, creating detailed illustrations, and other artforms in interpretation. They explored ways to apply these method

education programming in and around the Domes. They participated in organizational workshops and took a deeper look at the 

Domes education program’s mission, goals, and objectives and how to effectively provide engagement opportunities to all mem-

bers of our community. They also participated in timely discussions about virtual programming, including tools to continue to

teach when the Domes and other facilities had to close due to COVID

social distancing with visitors and staff as facilities re

The Friends of the Domes education staff will continue to reflect on the education program’s vision as they move into the nex

stage of development. Along with the chance to meet with other professionals, discover new ideas, and recharge their mental 

batteries, they reported feeling validated that the work they do 

was a great opportunity to be reminded that they are not alone in their efforts. Pete and Erica extend a huge thank you to th

Friends of the Domes for supporting the education staff and for making it possible for them to attend this conference. 
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Thank you to the Jerome J. and Dorothy H. 
Holz Family Foundation  
We would like to extend a very sincere thank you to the Jerome J. & Dorothy H. 

Holz Family Foundation that has graciously awarded a $5,000 grant to our school 

field trip scholarship fund. The Dr. & Mrs. John Thomas Scholarship Fund was 

created with the intention of underwriting field trips for schools with financial 

need. A goal of the FOD School Education Program is to provide all children 

opportunities to acquire nature-based knowledge, experiences, hobbies, and 

values. We do not wish to turn away any child based on financial need. 

Scholarships are made possible by donations from individuals and organizations 

and are provided based on teacher request and classroom need.  

The Jerome J. & Dorothy H. Holz Family Foundation grant will fully support over 

700 students to participate in virtual Domes education programming or 

interactive hands-on field trips when they resume. We thank you again for your 

generosity and look 

forward to leading 

children on field trips 

through the Domes 

again soon! 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

festival, “Art Images,” held behind the Domes. I was hooked. The Friends organization was very welcoming. Within a year I was 

elected to the Board of Directors. I was the youngest board member at that time. 

What are some of your most memorable moments with the FOD? 

In 2008 the Domes went through a major renovation that included removing a wall in the lobby and 

installing 500 lights in the show dome that could be programmed to music. A rededication of the 

Domes was held the evening of October 20, 2008. The architect of the Domes, Donald L. Grieb, 

came back to Milwaukee for the event. I worked that day and headed to the Domes after. It was 

rush hour in Milwaukee, but the traffic started backing up the closer I got to the Domes. There was 

even a helicopter hovering, so I thought there was an accident. I had to exit early and when I got to 

Mitchell Park, I realized that the traffic backup was due to the rededication event at the Domes. I 

had to jump the curb to park behind the Domes and enter a back entrance. I have never seen so 

many people inside of the Domes. The rededication was planned to be live on the 6:00 PM news, so 

I was so glad I made it in time. I was on the stage in the Show Dome close to Mr. Grieb. After the 

dedication, a light show set to music was presented. It was the first time he saw the dome lit with the 500 LED lights. He was 

awestruck as was everyone else who made it into the Show Dome that evening. At the end of the show, Mr. Grieb’s eyes were 

teared up. 

What is one important lesson you have learned during your work with the Friends? 

During my early years on the FOD Board, I had the privilege of learning a great deal from some wonderful people. They were 

very dedicated to the organization. Audrey Baird comes to my mind first. She did so much for the community. She created the 

Channel 10 Auction which was so successful it was then replicated around the country. I can still remember her telling me that 

it is much easier working with friends than strangers. I have made a lot of friends over the years through the Friends of the 

Domes. I have seen our volunteer base grow as more opportunities become available for them. I am grateful for all our mem-

bers, volunteers, staff, and board members that I met along my journey. I would like to especially thank Barbara Mangold. Barb 

has been with me every step of the way. 

Which changes or improvements to the Conservatory are you most proud of? 

I am proud of all the changes that the Friends of the Domes has assisted Milwaukee County Parks with. Everywhere I look in-

side and even outside of the Domes I can see FOD fingerprints. Some changes were small and some major. I see so many visi-

tors look at the sundial on their way into the Domes. Seeing families with strollers use the handicapped entrances into the 

Domes reminds me of the old heavy doors where I always worried if a child would get their fingers pinched. Any time we add-

ed to the plant collection was also a very special moment. 

Is there a specific floral show from the Show Dome that stands out as a favorite?  

Interview with Roger Krawiecki Con’t from page 1 

Interview with Roger Krawiecki Con’t on page 9 

Visit the Gift Shop - now 
on the FOD Website! 
One of the easiest ways to support the 

FOD in our mission to support the 

Domes is through our gift shop! 

Soon, we will once again be shopping 

“under glass,” but until then, we have 

some great packages of gifts available 

from our website! The Gift Shop team 

has put together several themed 

packages, including “Nature Activities for 

the Family,” “Wisconsin Fun,” and “We 

Love Nature.” Items 

purchased will be available 

for safe curbside pick-up.  

To visit our “virtual gift 

shop” Go to our website, 

www.milwaukeedomes.org Click Store 

in the main menu, then select Gift Shop.  



www.milwaukeedomes.org  

P A G E  9  

I have seen many over the years, so I picked the first one that popped into my head. It was the 

Christmas show with a Whoville theme. All the Christmas shows up to then were very tradi-

tional. This one was outside of the box. It had a village theme with buildings and characters 

from the story. And just one very large Christmas tree. I am sure the traditionalists who came 

looking for a standard show where shocked. It is surprising how some families only come to 

the Domes once a year to get a holiday family photo in a picturesque setting. 

Is there anything that you would like people to know about FOD or the Domes? 

The Domes is truly a magical place. I have had many people tell me stories about how the 

Domes got them through really rough times in their lives. How homesick foreign exchange 

students would sit in the Tropical Dome. How regulars stop once a week to take in the beau-

ty and to see what new plants are blooming. Over the years, the Friends of the Domes has 

become more deeply involved with the Domes. Gift shop interaction with visitors let us be-

come Domes’ ambassadors. Our organization adds a great deal of value and financial support 

for this great Milwaukee County institution. 

Any other words, memories, or stories to share with members? 

When the Friends of the Domes was first created, we had limited funding. It was mainly a social organization for our member-

ship, and our events were member-only events. That has evolved over the years to two very major events, Day of the Dead 

and New Year’s Eve. Both events are very family oriented and reasonably priced. These events truly show the diversity of the 

local community. There are families that may never be able to afford to travel, but the Domes gives them an opportunity to 

experience a tropical rain forest and a desert. Seeing all the happy faces makes the hard work of putting on our events worth it. 

The Friends of the Domes continues to evolve. It is a much stronger organization now. That could not have happened without 

all of the dedicated staff we have had over the years. They have made our organization what it is today and will allow us to con-

tinue to grow and become even stronger. 

I am still a member. I still live in the neighborhood. You will still see me volunteering. Thank you, Friends, for 33 wonderful 

years and counting. 
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Our Sincere Thanks to All Who Donated During Fiscal Year 2019-2020*  
Your donations make it possible for us to carry out our mission to support the Mitchell Park Domes 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

*FOD Fiscal Year 2019-2020 began July 1, 2019 and ended June 30, 2020. 
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THE FRIENDS OF THE DOMES   

Green Sheet 
Fall 2020 

By Julie Merck,  

FOD Newsletter Editor 

For many of us, summer 2020 provid-

ed time and motivation to improve 

our yards. Maybe you planted new 

perennials, got the grass lush and full, 

or added a nice new garden box. 

Now that summer is winding down, 

plan your winterizing work so that 

your yard is ready for next spring. 

Here are a few basic and advanced 

winterizing tips to get you started. 

BASIC Basic 

1. Every community has different rules 

for yard waste disposal. Check your 

city’s website to learn when fall leaf 

and yard waste is picked up, the 

date of the final pick-up, and what 

will and will not be accepted. As 

with everything else in 2020, fall 

yard waste pick-up schedules may 

be different than other years. 

2. Get a good rake and remove the 

leaves from your lawn. For most 

grass varieties, fall is not the best 

time to dethatch, so rake gently.  

3.  “Annual” is a term that describes 

plants that will only survive outside 

for one season. After fall’s first 

frost, discard annuals in pots, and 

store the pots for the winter. Alt-

hough it is tempting to keep toma-

to and other annuals as long as pos-

sible, the rain, cold, and sometimes 

even snow of late fall can make that 

a big mistake. Pick any remaining 

fruits and vegetables and let them 

ripen inside. Some smaller plants 

like basil can be potted and moved 

indoors if they are in good condi-

tion. Pull up any remaining plants. 

Some communities will let you dis-

pose of these plants with your 

leaves.  

4. “Perennial” describes plants that 

can live for more than one growing 

season. After the first frost, snip off 

the dead leaves and flowers. Stems 

and branches should be trimmed, 

but research how much trimming 

should be done based on the plant 

variety. Removing dead leaves, blos-

soms, and other organic material 

from the ground will help protect 

your perennials from diseases. This 

dead material can also become a 

place for insects to hibernate and lay 

eggs. 

Next Level, But Still Basic 

1. Many shrubs and perennials do best 

when they are mulched in the fall. 

Mulch protects roots by moderating 

soil temperature after the shrub or 

tree has gone dormant for the win-

ter. One to three inches of mulch is 

standard, but it is best to research 

and find what experts recommend 

for your specific varieties. 

2. Mulch planting beds after all annual 

fruit, vegetable, and other annual 

plants have been removed. Mulch will 

protect the topsoil over the winter. 

It also has environmental benefits 

since it reduces the amount of CO2 

released into the air from exposed, 

tilled soil. 

3. Some delicate shrubs (like 

roses, boxwoods, azaleas, and 

hydrangeas) can benefit from 

protection against extreme 

winter weather. Techniques 

vary based on the variety of 

shrub, how well-established 

they are, where you live, and 

how close they are to your 

home and other 

protective struc-

tures.  

4. Young trees can 

become easy meals 

for hungry deer and 

other animals dur-

ing the lean winter 

months. Ways to 

protect young trees 

include: wrapping 

the trunk loosely 

with wire mesh, 

using mesh or plastic tree guards, 

or wrapping the trunk with a 

breathable fabric tree wrap. 

5. Mark the edges of your sidewalk 

and driveway with reflectors to 

avoid damage to grass and other 

plants caused during snow remov-

al. During the winter, avoid using 

salt to melt ice as it can kill plants. 

Ready For Even More! 

1. Visit your local garden center for a 

soil pH level test kit. Test the pH 

level of your soil in a few different 

spots. If the tests reveal your soil 

is too acidic or basic, research the 

best methods to correct imbalanc-

es based on your gardening goals. 

2. Dahlias and cannas bloom from 

“tender bulbs,” a type of bulb that 

cannot survive a hard frost out-

side. If you planted tender bulbs 

this spring, you can follow a few 

simple steps to preserve them to 

be replanted. After the first frost, 

remove any foliage or leaves. Gen-

tly lift or dig the bulb out of the 

ground. Let the bulbs dry then 

brush off any soil. Store them in a 

container filled with sand, peat, or 

even newspaper. 

They should not be 

touching in the con-

tainer. Store the 

container in the 

basement or other 

cool indoor place 

away from rodents. 

Next spring, they will 

be ready to be replanted.  

3. Research and learn about your 

plants for additional tips to sup-

port them. For even more, check 

out our adult education workshop 

“Putting Your Garden to 

Bed” [see page 7]. 

In early fall, take time to plan 

the winterizing work you need 

to do. Don’t wait until winter 

comes to get started! 

Winterizing The 
Plants in Your Yard 

Wire mesh protecting fruit tree trunks 
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Don’t miss our thrilling Fall Floral Show in the Show Dome... 


