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Art in the Green—April 25 & 26 
Our Fifth Annual Art in the Green Art Festival will celebrate 36 

local and regional artists in the sunny comfort of the Conserv-

atory Annex. Shop and admire ceramics, photography, wood-

work, paintings, jewelry, mixed media designs, and more! Cre-

ative activities will be available for kids of all ages. Face paint-

ing will delight kids! Live music will be a highlight of the festi-

val, as musical artists perform throughout the Annex and in-

side the Domes. Food will be available for purchase, so relax 

and enjoy a snack, lunch, or a fun drink from local vendors. 

Treat yourself to one of Miss Molly’s homemade goodies and 

Fraura’s tasty smoothies.  

When: Saturday, April 25 and Sunday, April 26, 9:00 AM to 

4:00 PM   

Cost: Free for FOD members; $7 for non-members over 17; 

$6 for children ages 6-17; children five and under are free.  

Welcome Spring! We’re Celebrating YOU! 
Spring Equinox Celebration March 15 
Celebrate the coming of the Spring Equinox on Sunday, March 

15, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM with our family-friendly Spring Equinox 

Celebration! Get up-close to nearly 50 live animal friends like 

amphibians, arthropods, chickens, doves, parrots, and reptiles. 

Before entering the Conservatory, visitors can look through 

telescopes for sun spots and flares and learn more about the 

spring equinox and stargazing with members of the Wehr Astronomical Society. Inside, 

visitors can enjoy guided tours in the Tropical and Desert Domes or painting in the Show 

Dome with the plants and trains of the annual train show as a backdrop.  

In the Education Center, visitors can learn about the bumble bee surveys at the Domes, 

attend a talk on gardening for native pollinators, or relax with a yoga session. Local folk 

musicians will entertain with original tunes and standards beginning at 1:00 PM. In addition, 

learn about gardening; explore natural earth care and tree care; plant seeds to take home; 

and pick up a special plant for a Spring Equinox Celebration souvenir. A special event 

scavenger hunt can be completed to enter a drawing for a spring-time basket of surprises. 

Smoky Bear will make special guest appearances at 1:00 PM, 2:00 

PM, and 3:00 PM. Healthy food will be available for purchase from 

vendors including: Milwaukee Coffee Cart, Southern-style Junior’s 

Barbeque, and Olano’s South American cuisine.  

When: Sunday, March 15, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM   

Cost: Free for FOD members; for non-members, regular Domes 

admission rates apply.  
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Adult Education Workshops 
By Erica Putman, FOD Education Director 

The goal of our Adult Education program is to connect Friends of the Domes members and 

non-members to our immense and diverse plant collection (and to have a little fun)! Many of 

our classes provide an in-depth exploration of a new topic and the ability to socialize with like

-minded adults in our community.  

Each of our workshops fits into at least one of the following categories: 

Exploring 
In these workshops, the main focus will be interactive, hands-on learning. Past classes have 

included topics like cooking, snowshoeing, and seed starting.   

Learning 
These are often sit-down, lecture style workshops led by experts in each field. For example, 

during the “State of Milwaukee’s Rivers” workshop, a Milwaukee Riverkeeper discussed water 

quality trends and restoration efforts in the Milwaukee River Basin.  

Creating 
These workshops will send you home with a new skill and a masterpiece, such as painting, 

photography, or crafting.   

The Friends of the Domes partners with other Milwaukee County Parks and other 

environmentally-focused nonprofit groups to develop and facilitate these workshops at the 

Domes and throughout Milwaukee. Stay up-to-date by following The Milwaukee 

Domes on Facebook or checking our website, www.milwaukeedomes.org/adult-

programs  

What are YOU interested in exploring, learning, and creating this spring and summer? Email 

your ideas and suggestions to the FOD Education Director at 

ericaputman.fod@milwaukeedomes.org  
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Letter from the FOD Executive Director 
 By Sally Sullivan, FOD Executive Director 

Hello Friends! Happy New Year, Hap-

py Leap Year, Happy Almost Spring! 

What a record time this has been for 

the Friends and for the Domes! In the 

past 3 months we have grown our 

membership by nearly 300 new mem-

bers. You deserve a lot of the credit 

for that! Thank you to so many of you 

who took advantage of the Half 

Price Gift Membership sale, bring-

ing in friends and families as members. 

You brought in nearly 100 new mem-

bers! The sale continues through the 

close of the train show, March 29, so 

there is still time to take advantage of 

this wonderful offer. 

There’s not much to report on re-

garding the deliberations about the 

future of the Domes. The county is 

still reviewing the Path Forward pro-

posal submitted by the Task Force. If 

you haven’t seen this plan, you can 

find it on our website, 

www.milwaukeedomes.org, Click on 

the Domes Future link at the top. 

We sadly say farewell to FOD Finance 

Manager, Mary St. John, as she moves 

on to new things. She will be missed! 

But we are equally happy to welcome 

Ryan Jones, our new Finance Manager. 

You can read more about Ryan in this 

newsletter (page 4). 

Education is growing at the Domes. 

The FOD is adding another full time 

educator to assist with school group 

April Showers Floral Show 
Spring Show in the Show Dome, April 11 through May 25 
Content Provided by Paula Zamiatowski, Conservatory Interpretive Educator and              

Maria Telikiozoglou, Show Dome Horticulturist  

Opening April 11, the spring show “April Showers” in the Show Dome will delight visi-

tors with about 2,000 plants! This show will feature a pastel color palette of flowering 

spring staples such as tulips, hyacinths, daffodils, pansies, and white Easter lilies. Stun-

ning 'Blaumeister' hydrangeas will complement our water themed 'April Showers' show 

along with dainty blue forget-me-nots. Delicate peach, pink, and yellow buttercups and 

aromatic stock will also make an appearance.  

Since this show celebrates water, be sure to take a moment to enjoy the beautiful mu-

ral celebrating “Singing in the Rain.” Also, learn tips and fun facts about conserving our 

precious Great Lakes water. All of the plants grown in the greenhouses for every show 

in the Show Dome were grown with reclaimed water from the greenhouse complex 

roof. Last year, that was 1,000,000 gallons of reused water! 

Calling All Pirates and Princesses! Save the Date- 
Pirates and Princesses Day—Join us June 6  for a sweet, sparkling, swashbuckling day of 

imaginative fun for the kids at the Domes! Check our website in May for more details! 

field trips to the Domes and work 

with Erica to develop additional edu-

cational offerings for adults and fami-

lies. We are also excited to begin 

planning for a renovated Education 

Center, enlarging the classroom area, 

incorporating more hands-on activi-

ties, and refurbishing the office space 

for our educators. The goal is to have 

this ready to welcome school groups 

for the Fall 2020 school year and have 

regular open hours for visitors to en-

joy activities in the Ed Center. 

As always, thank you for being a 

Friend of the Domes!  We hope to 

see you often. 

Sally Sullivan 

Gifts Under Glass New book choices for kids and adults! 
Stock up on informative and entertaining books for adults and kids for spring and summer reading! We have a wide variety of 

new titles for kids on plants, animals, and 

STEM topics. For adults, we have a great 

selection of books on growing and 

gardening topics; exploring Milwaukee 

and learning about its history; cooking; 

and many other interests. Remember 

FOD members receive 10% off 

of all purchases from the gift 

shop and the joy of knowing their 

purchases support the Domes!  
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The Education Center is Blooming with Exciting Updates this Spring! 
By Erica Putman  

FOD Education Director 

The Conservatory Education center has long been an exciting place to learn about the Domes and the natural world outside 

of the Conservatory. We are excited to share news about changes that will continue to make the Education Center an 

amazing place for learners of all ages. 

Joining our Team… A Lead Interpretive Educator 
We are hiring a new experiential educator to lead school field trips at the Domes! Check back in the summer newsletter to 

meet our new educator. Our new educator will also….  

• Keep the Education Center open and full of engaging, hands-on educational activities for all ages 

• Write and update curriculum  

• Answer visitors’ questions 

• Learn extensive information about our plant collection to better connect guests with the natural history of our 

conservatory!  

Updated School-age Field Trip Programming 
Students who visit the Domes get to experience a desert oasis, a tropical jungle, and floral gardens - all in one afternoon! Each 

field trip includes a presentation and video; interactive activity; pre- and post-lesson discussion questions; and a guided tour. 

Our knowledgeable, engaging educators are trained in social and emotional development. Our programming caters to all levels 

and learning styles and is regularly refreshed and updated with new and unique curriculum. If you are interested in planning a 

field trip for the 2020-2021 school year, visit our website www.milwaukeedomes.org. Registration opens June 1, 2020.  

Updates Planned to the Education Center  
Ahh the smell of fresh paint. Not having to vacuum carpet anymore. Maybe that’s just me… what are YOU looking forward to 

in our newly renovated Education Center? Our Education Center welcomes thousands of children, teens, and adults every 

year and provides an area for us to teach about our plant collection. We are certain that a few updates will continue to make 

the Education Center a comfortable, welcoming, inviting place for all to come and learn. 

The Friends of the Domes (with the support of our Education Program donors) is planning to renovate the Education Center 

to add more square feet of learning space and give the room a fresh, inviting look. Our goal is to start this summer.  

Welcome Ryan Jones New Financial Manager for the Friends of the Domes 
Ryan comes to us with a background in finance and experience helping businesses to improve and grow. Ryan started his career 

as a management consultant for a major Milwaukee accounting firm and has more recently operated a software business of his 

own. “Although I started serving businesses as an accountant, I soon found that I 

enjoyed helping organizations improve by changing how they do things and by developing 

specialized software for their use.” 

As the Friends of the Domes Finance Manager, Ryan is responsible for managing all 

financial transactions, tracking assets, and preparing our budgets and financial reports.  

Ryan doesn’t hesitate when asked which of the Domes is his favorite. “The Tropical 

Dome reminds me of traveling with my wife and two sons to warmer climates as an 

escape from the harsh Milwaukee winters. I love traveling and exploring what other 

cities have to offer their visitors.” It is this side-interest in the tourism industry that 

drew Ryan to the Friends of the Domes. “I’ve been visiting the Domes since the 1970s 

and view them as a unique tourist destination and true asset to Milwaukee County. In 

addition to my financial role, I’m looking forward to sharing fresh ideas about how to 

expand the wonderful impact the Mitchell Park Conservatory has on our residents and 

visitors to our area.” We are excited to welcome Ryan to our organization! 

Our goals are to add: 

• New Paint 

• Laminate wood flooring 

• New Rugs 

• Plants (Of Course!) 

• A Children’s reading area with comfy seats 

• A reading area for adults and a book check-out system 

• Folding, nesting tables for instruction 

• Interactive activities and displays that explore our unique and magnificent plant 

collection  
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Volunteer at the Domes! 
Volunteering at the Domes is a fun and rewarding way to 

give back to your community while spending time in a 

beautiful place, meeting other great volunteers! Attend one 

of the scheduled training sessions, and we will be happy to 

find an opportunity that is just right for you. Join our 

wonderful group of volunteers to help: 

• At fundraising events like: New Year’s Eve, Hearts 

Under Glass, Día de los Muertos, and Art in the Green 

• Greet visitors 

• In the gift shop 

• With clerical tasks or other activities 

• In the education center (Additional 

training may be required for some 

education center volunteer 

opportunities.)  

Any current volunteers who have never attended a 

Friends’ volunteer training session are required to 

attend.  

Wednesday, March 18, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM  OR Saturday, 

March 28, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM. Enter through the main 

lobby doors.  

Registration is required. Please contact 

Carriekelroy.fod@milwaukeedomes.org  if you have 

questions or to register for training. 

A Celebration of Japanese Culture 
Torii Gate Festival, May 30—31 
The weeks where we transition from spring to summer can be 

some of the busiest of the year. School is wrapping up, gardens 

need to be planted, summer plans need 

to be buttoned up. It is a perfect time 

to take a step back, take some deep 

breaths, and clear your mind at our 

annual Torii Gate Festival. This festival 

celebrates Japanese culture. The high-

light will be the exhibits of Ikebana flo-

ral displays created by the Milwaukee 

Chapter 22 of Ikebana International. 

Ikebana is famous for its distinctive 

asymmetrical forms and artistic, inten-

tional placement of empty space. 

When: Saturday, May 

30 and Sunday, May 31, 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM   

Cost: Free for FOD 

members; for non-

members, regular 

Domes admission rates 

apply.  

One of the thousands of Torii Gates that can be found in Fushimi Inari Taisha. Torii 

Gates are found at the entrances or inside Shinto shrines. They symbolically mark the 

transition from the mundane to the sacred. 

Earth Day Essentials 
Celebrate Earth Day and Learn 
about Essential Oils 
Digestive support, relaxation, air purification—the list of 

uses for essential oils as alternatives to pharmaceuticals 

and toxic household products is endless. Celebrate Earth 

day learning about the properties of essential oil 

producing plants as you visit stations located throughout 

the Domes. Visitors will meet horticulturists, educators, 

dōTERRA essential oil specialists, and wellness advocates. 

They will be your guides as you learn about: many of the 

benefits of using essential oils, different ways to use them, 

and the plants that 

they are derived from.    

When: Monday, April 

13, 9:00 AM to 5:00 

PM   

Cost: Free for FOD 

members; for non-

members, regular 

Domes admission 

rates apply.  
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A true friend is one who you can count on through the years... 
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THE FRIENDS OF THE DOMES   

Green Sheet 
Spring 2020 

By Julie Merck,  

FOD Newsletter Editor 

This year’s train show has brought 

delightful monsters of the film-world 

to our Show Dome. Unlike these 

created menaces, many of us will 

face real monsters as soon as our 

yards and gardens wake up from 

winter’s frost—invasive, non-native 

species. These real-life monsters can 

choke the life out of gardens, public 

spaces, and yards. This is the first in 

a two-part series for the FOD news-

letter Green Sheet exploring non-

native invasive plant species and the 

best ways to handle these monsters. 

There are many reasons to care 

about the spread of non-native spe-

cies: they often do not support na-

tive bird and pollinator species; they 

can be harmful to your health; they 

can increase wildfire and erosion 

risks; and they can choke out native 

plant species. They cause millions of 

dollars of damage annually to public 

and private green spaces. Since they 

typically reproduce effectively and 

are often not eaten by native insects 

and animals, their spread typically 

goes unchecked until concerned 

humans intervene.  

It is important to be able to identify 

wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa) be-

cause its sap can cause painful non-

allergic dermatitis (a burn or rash-

like condition). Wild parsnip can be 

found growing along roadsides and a 

variety of other open areas in all 72 

Wisconsin counties. These include 

places where children might play. 

Dermatitis 

forms if skin 

comes in 

contact with 

the sap of 

the plant 

and is then 

exposed to 

sunlight.  

Wild parsnip was brought to the US 

by European settlers who planted 

and harvested as a root vegetable. It 

quickly escaped cultivation and now 

can be found in many parts of the 

country. Since the seeds can remain 

viable in the soil for several years, it 

can take years of dedicated effort to 

eradicate. Mowing or cutting large 

stands prior to their flowering in 

early summer and then continued 

mowing before the plant seeds can 

reduce seed production. Pulling is 

not recommended due to the toxic 

sap.  

Another widespread, invasive non-

native plant that was brought to the 

US from Europe is garlic mustard. 

While garlic mustard (Alliaria petio-

late) is not toxic to people in the 

way that wild parsnip is, it does have 

a toxic property that has enabled it 

to invade many parts of the US, in-

cluding Wisconsin. The roots of this 

invasive weed exude a chemical that 

inhibits other plants from growing. 

(This phenomenon is referred to as 

“allelopathy.”)  

Garlic mustard’s ability to thrive in 

areas ranging from full sun to full 

shade and the fact that a single plant 

can produce up to 5,000 seeds have 

enabled it to rapidly take over areas 

and exclude native and landscaping 

plants. It takes several years to eradi-

cate densely populated patches. Re-

move plants before they are close to 

flowering as the plants can continue 

to set seeds for a few days after they 

have been removed. If plants are 

already flowering, bag and remove 

them to prevent spreading the seeds. 

Remove rosettes with seeds in the 

fall; and pull, mow, or cut in the 

spring before the plants flower.  

Check out the Summer 2020 newslet-

ter for the second part of this article! 

Note: The majority of the content for this 

article was sourced from the Wisconsin 

DNR and IPAW (Invasive Plants Association 

of Wisconsin) websites. These are excellent 

resources for more detailed information 

about a wide variety of invasive species. 

[Above] Wild parsnip flower,                       

[Right] Wild parsnip plant 

The Real Monsters of 
the Plant World  Part 1 

Painful burn-like skin condition caused by 

wild parsnip sap 

[Above] Garlic mustard flower, 

[Right] Garlic mustard plant 
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Saturdays through March 28 ... Winter Farmer’s Market in the Annex** 

March 15  ............................................................... Spring Equinox Event 

April 13  ....................................................................Earth Day Essentials 

April 25—26   ................................................................. Art in the Green 

May 30-31  .................................................................. Torii Gate Festival 

June 6   ............................................................. Pirates & Princesses Day 

June 15 —19  ............................................................. Pollination Station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Events subject to change. Please visit our website and click Events. 
**Saturday Mornings. 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
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