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Inside the Domes 

W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  

U P C O M I N G  

F L O R A L  S H O W S  

• Nov 21 — Jan 3, 2021  

Poinsettia Promenade 

Holiday Show 

• Jan 16 — March 21 Train 

Show: All Aboard-Games! 

• April 3 — May 31 Seasons 

of Legend 

Make them Happy in a Million Ways! 
This year, let your holiday shopping do double duty—bring joy to all who receive your 

gifts and support your conservatory! From our website to our gift shop, we have something 

unique and thoughtful for everyone on your list.  

For Those on Your List Who Deserve Something Special this Year 
• For those who like to support local and small businesses—

Shop the Domes gift shop, Gifts Under Glass, packed with amaz-

ing products from small and local businesses and independent 

artists. With the safety guidelines we have in place, you won’t 

have to risk battling a crowd to find special gifts for everyone on 

your list! See page 2 

• For those who don’t need more stuff—A gift membership 

gets them out of the house, into the sunshine all year round! Or 

order a personalized paver to commemorate a special person or 

event, the forever gift they never have to dust! See page 9 

• For those who love animals—Sponsor an animal in their name 

See page 5 

• For kids—Gifts Under Glass has adorable stuffies, and fun, edu-

cational books, games, and puzzles 

• For those who love adventure—The Gift Shop has a variety of 

adventure activity kits, with activities exclusive to the Domes! 

• For those who love to look good—The Domes gift shop has 

jewelry, personal care products, scarves, tote bags, and shirts! 

Remember: ALL purchases help the FOD in our mission to support the 
Domes, and FOD Members always get a 10% discount in our gift shop! 
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Local, Unique Gifts You Can Feel Good About! 
From kids’ toys to plants, candles, candies, drinkware, books, ornaments, face masks, and jewelry, our gift shop is a shoppers 

delight! We also have Activity Adventure Kits with activities created by the Domes Educators. Your purchases help us in our 

mission to support the Domes. And remember, FOD members always get 10% off of gift shop purchases! 

The Domes are reopened with safety measures and strictly limited capacity, ensuring you can shop safely. Make your reserva-

tion and visit us soon! 

Meet the Artist Who Adds Magic to the Show Dome  
Park’s Artist Burt Gross  
The Show Dome is truly an amazing place. Five times a year, the Dome is completely transformed with 

a new theme that includes changing all of the plants, redesigning the layout, and building intricate props 

and artwork. Who designs and plans these amazing themes? Who works closely with the Show Dome 

horticulturists? Who builds and implements all of the artwork and props? The amazing Park’s Artist, 

Burt Gross! I am delighted to share my interview with Burt from November 2020. 

Tell us a little about your position 
I have been the Park’s Artist working with the Domes for almost 10 years. My job includes coming up 

with the themes for the floral shows in the Show Dome and planning and implementing all of the non-

plant decorations for each show. This includes laying out and building props for the garden shows, 

planning the landscaping and path design, painting murals, and installing all of the props and artwork. I 

have also designed and made pieces for other areas of the Parks such as Fairy gardens for Boerner Botanical Gardens and murals 

for the Martin Luther King Center and Parks Administration buildings.  

Tell us a little about your background and how it led you to the Domes 

I have a diverse background in art. Originally from Oak Creek, I studied art in high school and college where I earned degrees 

in film making and computer animation. Computer animation got me very 
Meet Park’s Artist Burt Gross continued on Page 8 
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Hearts Under Glass 
We’re playing games, but not with your heart… 

Join the Friends of the 

Domes in February 

2021 for a twist on our 

traditional Hearts 

Under Glass Valentine 

celebration!  

In an effort to keep you 

safe and cozy, we are 

offering Domes 

Valentine’s Day-themed 

celebration kits, 

coordinated with Train 

Show theme “All A-

board Games!” inspired 

by classic board games. 

The kits will be for both 

children and adults to 

enjoy at home. From 

DIY board game fun to 

tasty local treats, these 

kits will be something 

to celebrate.  

Visit www.milwaukeedomes.org for more information!  

Holiday Floral Show in the Show Dome—Poinsettia Promenade 
This year’s holiday show in the Show Dome will highlight Poinsettias more than any show has before! With the classic red 

(‘Prestige Red’) and popular white (‘Snowcap White’) poinsettias, we will also showcase unique and rare varieties in shades of 

gold (‘Golden Glo’ and ‘Autumn 

Leaves’) and pink (‘Ice Punch,’ 

‘Marbella,’ and ‘Picasso’) as well 

as specialty poinsettias with 

ruffled bracts (‘Winter Rose’) 

and yellow and green variegated 

foliage (‘Tapestry’). 

Our stunning tree-form 

poinsettias will also make an 

appearance, alongside the Show 

Dome’s other beloved holiday 

plants like cyclamen, amaryllis, 

dusty miller, dichondra, 

snowball shaped single stemmed 

white mums, and festive 

colored coleus varieties. We 

are happy to be open again so 

that so many of our members 

can continue to make the 

Domes part of their holiday 

tradition.  

Gift Shop Now Hiring 
Join Our Team!  
We have immediate 

openings for part-

time, weekend 

employees in the 

Domes Gift Shop. 

Our non-profit gift 

shop is staffed by a 

great group of people. 

The shop focuses on 

horticultural items 

related to the 

Conservatory and 

carries many items 

from local artists, 

authors, and vendors. 

Let us know if you 

would like to join our 

staff to help in our 

mission of support for the Mitchell Park Horticultural 

Conservatory. 

If you enjoy interacting with people, have computer 

skills and register experience, please email Gift Shop 

Manager, Mary Philipp, to set up an interview: 

maryphilipp.fod@milwaukeedomes.org 
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By Sally Sullivan,  

FOD Executive Director 

Hello Friends, 

How wonderful it feels to be open 

again. The Fall Floral Show, Sleepy Hol-

low, was simply one of the best and so 

an appropriate welcome back. The Hol-

iday Show, Poinsettia Promenade, is 

beautiful and cheerful. Spending time in 

the Show Dome holiday show is sure 

to raise spirits as we are still navigating 

this difficult time dealing with the pan-

demic and how to celebrate the holi-

days this year. 

With this issue, we usually include our 

Schedule of Events for the upcoming 

year. We are hopeful that at some 

point soon we will be able to have 

events at the Domes again, but for 

now, please stay engaged with our of-

ferings on the Domes@Home page 

featuring videos, crafts, story time, and 

much more, as well as our continuing 

work to bring our events and educa-

tional programming to you virtually 

A terrific thing that the Domes offers is 

Holiday Shopping!! Find unique, local, 

educational, and fun items in the 

Domes Gift Shop for kids, adults, and 

families. Come in or order specific 

items on our website Store page. Other 

great ideas that spread joy while sup-

porting your favorite conservatory are 

Memberships to the Domes, Animal 

Sponsorships to care for the many ani-

mals residing in the 

Domes, or engraved 

pavers for the Show 

Dome, perfect for 

marking special memories. More infor-

mation on all these ideas is included in 

this newsletter edition. 

We, at the Friends of the Domes sin-

cerely wish you happiness and health 

this holiday season and in the New 

Year. We are profoundly grateful for 

your support of the Mitchell Park Hor-

ticultural Conservatory. The Domes is 

truly a constant as a place providing a 

peaceful refuge into nature and its ther-

apeutic impact on our spirits. 

Best wishes, 

Sally Sullivan 

2021 Train Show in the Show Dome “All Aboard-Games!” January 16—March 21  
Roll the dice and move through your favorite classic board games! Our famous G-Scale trains will twist and turn along four 

separate tracks. G-scale plants will include: miniature topiary azalea trees in shades of pink, miniature evergreen trees, minia-

ture topiary tree- form rosemary and santolina plants carefully pruned to shape by our greenhouse staff. You will also see 

cyclamen, cineraria, violas, and petunias in an array of vibrant colors, as well as colorful foliage plant varieties such 

as alternanthera, hypoestes, and coleus. Everyone who visits will be a winner! 
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Sponsor an Animal at  
The Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory 
Animal Sponsorship Also Makes a Thoughtful Gift! 
 

Your one-year sponsorship will provide the animal you sponsor a higher quality of life. It will provide specialty 

foods, supplements, and veterinarian care. Your help is vital to continuing to provide the best care possible for 

our animals. Sponsorship is just $20 per animal [one exception - $30 to sponsor our Bearded Dragon]. You 

will receive a thank you packet that includes a natural history profile of your sponsored animal and a certificate 

of sponsorship. If your sponsorship is a gift for someone special, we will contact you for information about 

who you would like to receive the thank you packet.  

Fill out and mail this form to the address at the bottom of the page with your payment or sponsor online at 

https://store.milwaukeedomes.org/category/ANSP 
 

Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________ Gift sponsorship?:       Yes        No 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Make Checks payable to Friends of the Domes or provide credit card information. Your donation is tax 

deductible under IRS 501(C)3. Fill out and mail this form to the address at the bottom of the page.  
 

Name on Card: _______________________________________  

 

Card Number: ________________________________________ 

 

Expiration: ______/_______ CSV: ________ 

Please Check Box(es) to indicate which animals you would like to sponsor: 

Frogs and Reptiles: 

  American Toad—All Domes (Native to North America) $20 

  Coqui Frog—Tropical Dome (Native to Central America) $20 

  Poison Dart Frog—Tropical Dome (Native to Central America) $20 

  Bearded Dragon—Desert Dome (Native to Australia) $30 

 

Fish: 

  Koi—Tropical Dome (Native to Asia) $20 

 

Birds: 

  Bishop’s Weaver—Tropical Dome (Native to southern Africa) $20 

  Green Singing Finch—Tropical Dome (Native to Africa) $20 

  Ring-neck Doves—Desert Dome (Native to Asia) $20 
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Friends of the Domes Annual Campaign 
Putting your donations to work 
Last year’s contributions to the FOD Annual Campaign powered three major efforts. First, 

we provided increased funding for the Show Domes Floral Shows. The next two major 

projects helped the Domes to help the environment inside and outside the conservatory. 

The new water bottle filler in the lobby will reduce single use plastic water bottles. The 

biological pest control program is helping the Domes move away from using pesticides to 

protect our collection. FOD funding of this program enabled our horticulturists to switch 

from a reactive pest control approach to a more proactive approach to address 

greenhouse pests such as aphids, thrips, mites, and whiteflys. Ultimately this will result in 

better pest management, cost savings, and reduced waste.  

Funds raised this year will help to renovate the Conservatory’s Education Center. 

Purchase and installa-

tion of a water bottle 

filler in the lobby.  

Funding employee training for and implementation of a 

biological pest control program 

Your contributions to this year’s 

campaign could help renovate our 

Education Center! 

Ready to help? See Page 7 

Increased funding for Show 

Dome Floral Shows, like this 

year’s Sleepy Hollow Show 
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Friends of the Domes Annual Campaign 
There are so many ways you can help! 
The Domes offers a one-of-a-kind experience for visitors to learn about and gain an appreciation for 

the diversity and beauty of plants from around the globe. The pandemic has impacted all of our major 

revenue streams this year, and County funding for the Domes has been cut. These cuts make the Friends of the Domes 

support more important than ever. With your help we can ensure Milwaukee and Wisconsin have this iconic 

world-class horticultural conservatory for generations to come. 

Critical support is needed to continue our important mission to... 

• Expand and renovate our Education Center to grow our virtual learning program 

and prepare to welcome back school groups in the near future   

• Support community out-reach by maintaining an Education Scholarship Fund so that 

financial need is never a barrier to a school or individual participating in Friends of 

the Domes educational programming.  

• Advance public understanding of the connections between the environment and 

people by funding environmentally sound practices such as purchasing beneficial 

insects to transition away from harmful conventional pesticides.  

• Foster the enjoyment of nature by providing care for the unique plants and animals that make the Domes so special.   

• Continue following COVID safety measures to ensure we can continue to share the unique treasure that is our 

Conservatory. 

Check a box below to direct your donation. Ask your employer if they match your donations! Please contact us directly if 

you are able to make an in-kind donation.  

Make Checks payable to Friends of the Domes or provide credit card information. Your donation is tax deductible 

under IRS 501(C)3. Fill out and mail this form to the address at the bottom of the page.  
 

Donation Amount  $___________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Email Address: ____________________________________________  

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name on Card: ___________________________________________ 

 

Card Number: _______________________________________  Expiration: ________/________ CSV: _____  

Friends of the Domes • 524 S. Layton Blvd. • Milwaukee, WI 53215 •414.257.5608 
www.milwaukeedomes.org 

 Education Center Renovations (to enlarge student space 

and bring more hands on exhibits for students and fami-

lies to learn and enjoy) 

 Help to underwrite the costs of FOD Fundraising Events 

(Day of the Dead, New Year’s Eve Family Celebration, 

Hearts Under Glass, and Art in the Green) so more of 

the proceeds earned can be put back into our mission of 

support for the Conservatory. 

 Dr. & Mrs. John Thomas Education Scholarship Fund – 

so that financial need is never a barrier to a school or 

individual participating in Friends of the Domes educa-

tional programming.  

 Animal support – food and veterinary care 

 Donate to our Endowment Fund and help it grow 

 Where the need is greatest 
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interested in sculpture, design, and lighting. I also worked as a theatrical site director for many years. One of my favorite 

shows was Little Shop of Horrors at Next Act Theater. I designed, built, and puppeteered all of the puppets for the show. I 

also worked in childcare for several years, which helps me to think about ways to engage kids. For example, when I planned 

“Clueless: A Murder Mystery Garden Show,” I thought about many different ways to engage kids and hold their attention. My 

theater background and work with kids especially made me a good fit for this position.  

Are there any shows that stand out as favorites? 
“Clueless: A Murder Mystery Garden Show” and “Over the Rainbow” were two favorites. “Clueless” was a crowd favorite, I 

remember watching people walk around reading and re-reading the clues to solve the mysteries and hearing how much people 

loved the theme and the artwork. I especially had fun working with the horticulturists on the “murder” aspect of the plants, 

highlighting poisonous plant species and working them into the personalities of the characters. The characters were even 

dressed to look like the poisonous plants. There was also an impressive mansion façade to establish the setting.  

For the “Over the Rainbow” show, I was inspired by a memory of an amazing garden I went through as a kid. It told stories 

with plants and bizarre character statues. For our show, we used many 

different colored mums to represent the rainbow. I designed and 

created a 6-foot tall Emerald City from empty Mountain Dew bottles 

and, for a whimsical twist, statues that were both clay and plush . 

What is your process for planning a show? 
Shows are planned out about a year in advance. At pretty much any 

time during the year, I am thinking about all of the upcoming shows. I 

think about what props are in the basement from other shows. Once I 

decide what I need to build, prop building can take about 2 to 3 months, 

with overlapping work on multiple shows. The overlapping helps 

because items can often be repurposed. I think about ways to build 

something that can be reused in one of the next shows, like murals that 

can be partially painted over. We have giant wooden cubes that have 

been used as presents, then repurposed as buildings, and will be painted as dice for the 

upcoming “All Aboard-Games!” train show.  

I end up using a lot of recycled materials. This was initially for cost savings, but finding 

ways to repurpose props and items we already have also pushes my creativity. I saw a 

pirate ship prop that I knew I wanted to use, but it took me 7 years before I had the 

right show to use it for (the “Under the Sea” show). Another example, for the current 

holiday show, I wanted large poinsettias. It would have cost hundreds of dollars to buy as 

many as I wanted, so instead I created 36 large poinsettias from red felt. I have gotten 

better at finding ways to make things happen within budget and with the materials I have.  

Has your process for designing shows changed over the years? 
Yes, my process has become more fluid. I have become more flexible to accommodate issues and changes that come up. If 

everything goes well, I can add more details and surprises. If issues arise, I have the flexibility to change my plans and still 

create the vision that I had for the theme.   

How is the process for designing the train show different from other shows? 
The train show is the most complicated show, with all of the props, plants, and tracks. Track needs to be planned out in order 

for the trains to function. I need to work with additional people who don’t work on the other shows. The process is more 

immersive, with more props and details. I like to really emphasize the theme with lots of details. For example, for the Movie 

Monster themed show, we didn’t just have a few large monsters, but lots and lots of monsters and references to monsters 

everywhere. The train show is special because of small details, like all of the specific locations depicted in Miniature Milwaukee. 

The desert themed show from a few years ago had a little tiny roadrunner being chased by a coyote, little details like that 

make people come back and share their excitement about what they find. 

                              ———————— 

Through the interview, Burt’s creativity and passion shined through every answer. Thank you for the interview Burt! 

A BIG thank you to Burt and our amazing Horticulturists for all of your work and creativity making 

the floral shows in the Show Dome come to life! Thank you to all who donate to the FOD too—

funding from the Friends of the Domes helps to make these shows possible! 

Meet Park’s Artist Burt Gross continued from Page 2 
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Make a Permanent Mark at  
The Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory 
Engraved Pavers are the Perfect gift to Commemorate 
Special Events and Loved Ones  
 

The Friends of the Domes offers a personalized, permanent way to share 

a special message in the Mitchell Park Conservatory. Say: I remember, 

Thank You, In Memory Of, or simply put your name on a brick to show 

your support of the conservatory.  

Pavers are 8 inches by 4 inches and cost $150 each. Additional details and 

copies of this form available on our website www.milwaukeedomes.org. Go to Get Involved, then click 

Engraved Paver. 

Engraving Request: Up to 13 characters per line, 1 to 3 lines. Please print.  

 
 

Cost: $150 per paver. Make Checks payable to Friends of the Domes or provide credit card information. Your 

donation is tax deductible under IRS 501(C)3. Fill out and mail this form to the address at the bottom of the page.  
 

Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________  

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name on Card: _______________________________________  

 

Card Number: ________________________________________ 

 

Expiration: ______/_______ CSV: ________ 

                          
                          

                          

Friends of the Domes • 524 S. Layton Blvd. • Milwaukee, WI 53215 •414.257.5608 
www.milwaukeedomes.org 

Amazon Smile: You Shop, Amazon Gives!  
Go to smile.amazon.com and select the Friends of the Domes as your 

organization of choice. Always start your shopping at 

smile.amazon.com, and Amazon will make a donation for each pur-

chase you make!  
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Get Outside and Explore this Winter 
By Pete Stobie, Lead Interpretive Educator 

One of my favorite things about living in the Midwest is experiencing the four seasons. Climate change may be impacting when 

winter starts and how severe it will be, but you can bet there will be snow. Here are a few of my favorite ways to embrace 

Wisconsin’s unpredictable winter weather and enjoy some socially distanced fun outside.  

Dress for your Winter Walk 
I love walking in the winter. Dressing properly is important for staying healthy in the cold, so remember COLD and bundle up. 

C is for Clean. Keep your body clean so it can breathe properly. O is for do not Overheat. Dress in layers so that if you get 

hot you can remove a layer. L is for Loose Layers. Choose loose-fitting, non-cotton fabrics, that allow air to flow between the 

layers as you warm up. D is for stay Dry. Wet and cold conditions can lead to hypothermia. If you get wet, go inside and 

change into dry clothes. Warm up with hot cocoa. When you go back outside, make sure all of the clothes you are putting on 

have dried completely, including your socks, hat, and boots. 

Plan Your Adventure 

Hiking is a great winter activity for kids and adults. When you are planning your hike, research good hiking areas and trails in 

your area. If you are in the Milwaukee area, any of your local parks will be a great starting point. You may want to get a book 

or two from the library or from your local bookstore. Or research online and print a trail map. Here are a few of my favorite 

things to look for when I am out on a hike. For each of these, pick up a library book or take a few minutes to do a quick inter-

net search for images. There are many great, free resource pages online. Print what 

you find and take the pages with you to help you identify what you see! 

 Find and identify animal tracks in the snow. Common animal prints include 

rabbit, squirrel, deer, cat, and dog. A google image search for “Identifying Animal 

Prints” will bring you a variety of resources ranging from simple to more advanced. 

 Identify trees. Evergreen trees like spruce, white pine, and white cedar will be 

a good starting point. Then see if you can identify deciduous trees now that their 

leaves are gone. Look at the trees’ shape, bark, buds, and any remaining fruits or 

seeds. Birch, Basswood, and Beech are good ones to start with. 

 Look for signs of insects on and around the trees. Woodpecker holes, bark beetle tunnels where the bark is longer 

there, and egg masses on the branches can all be part of your investigation. If snow is covering the ground, and the tempera-

ture is above 37 degrees Fahrenheit, you may be able to identify snow fleas. Around the base of the tree where snow has 

started to melt, look for black specks, as if someone has sprinkled pepper all over the snow. Watch closely and you may see 

the pieces of “pepper” jump.    

 Identify winter weeds. A weed is a plant that grows where it is not wanted. Start with ones that are easy to identify by 

their skeletal stalks. Burdock, milkweed, and thistle are a good starting point. 

I invite you to embrace this season. Take some time to research, remember the COLD acronym when bundling up, and head 

out with your family on the trail to enjoy the unpredictability of a Wisconsin winter! 

A Great Big View of Little Tiny Snow Crystals 
Have you heard that no two snowflakes are alike? Have you ever looked at them really closely? It can be 

hard since they usually melt as soon as they land on your warm body. This activity will give you the chance 

to see the tiny crystals that make up snowflakes. 

What You Will Need:    A Snowy day        Magnifying glass      Black construction paper      

Step 1: Get your paper very cold. Place the construction paper outside for about ten minutes or in the 

freezer for about two hours. You want the paper to be as cold as it is outside so that your snowflakes do not melt. 

Step 2: Hold the paper flat like the top of a table and let the snow crystals land. If it is snowing really heavy, go underneath a 

roof like your porch or garage and try to collect there. 

Step 3: Look at the small bits. These will be the individual crystals that make up the snowflakes. Use your magnifying glass for a 

closer view. 

Step 4: Shake off your paper and try it again.  See how many different flakes you can find!  Have a fun snowy day! 

Example of a printable one-page Animal 

Track Identification guide from 

www.explorationamerica.com  



held more polluted air from mold, aller-

gens, and tobacco smoke than their less 

efficient predecessors. People were in-

creasingly suffering from nausea, fatigue, 

vomiting, and even cancers as our build-

ings became more airtight and more full 

of synthetic chemicals. As this issue in-

tensified, Wolverton turned his atten-

tion to studying interior plants’ ability to 

remove volatile organic chemicals 

(VOCs) from the air inside of buildings. 

His work revealed that plants had the 

ability to purify toxic chemicals like am-

monia, formaldehyde, and benzene from 

the air. He was able to provide a natural 

remedy to “Sick Building Syndrome.” 

After Hurricane Katrina, he worked 

with an organization that was using 

plants to remove formaldehyde from the 

air of FEMA trailers.  

His research publications and books for 

non-scientific audiences have won him 

awards and international accolades. His 

well-respected book “How to Grow 

Fresh Air: 50 Houseplants the Purify 

Your Office” explains how the modest 

houseplant can emit water vapor and 

create a pumping action to pull contami-

nated air through the plant to its roots. 

The plant’s roots convert the chemicals 

into nutrients for the plant. For more 

information on this topic, check out this 

amazing book—it has been translated 

into 16 languages! 

Satisfied that there has been solid scien-

tific evidence to support the theory, I 

was next curious about which plants are 

most effective. Here are seven com-

mon, easy-to-grow plants that help 
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THE FRIENDS OF THE DOMES   

Green Sheet 
Winter 2020 

By Julie Merck,  

FOD Newsletter Editor 

Wisconsin winter is setting in. The 

temperatures have dropped and the 

outdoor furniture has been packed 

away. Time to face the reality of a 

long winter indoors. Our family will 

be outside (and visiting the Domes!) 

for fresh air as much as we can, but a 

lot of this winter will be spent in our 

house. I have heard that common 

houseplants can improve our indoor 

air quality, but I didn’t know if those 

benefits were pop psychology or 

based on real science. Researching 

this topic brought me to the fascinat-

ing scientist Dr. B.C. Wolverton and 

NASA-level science showing the real 

benefits of having plants inside.   

Dr. B.C. “Bill” Wolverton served in 

the US Air Force in Korea, then grad-

uated with a degree in chemistry and 

completed graduate studies in medi-

cine. He began work with the govern-

ment to research methods for pro-

tecting people from chemical/ biologi-

cal warfare. From spinoff.nasa.gov: 

“In the late 1960s, B.C. ‘Bill’ Wolver-

ton was an environmental scientist 

working with the U.S. military to 

clean up the environmental messes 

left by biological warfare centers. At a 

test center in Florida, he 

was heading a facility that 

discovered that swamp 

plants were actually elimi-

nating Agent Orange, 

which had entered the 

local waters through gov-

ernment testing near Eglin 

Air Force Base.”  

After this amazing discov-

ery and additional studies 

in Marine Biology, he was 

recruited by NASA to 

research plants’ ability to purify air 

with the goal of designing “sustainable 

living environments for long-term 

habitation of space.”  

At the same time, the US energy cri-

sis of the 1970’s led engineers to use 

new materials in home building. 

These new materials included formal-

dehyde (in pressed wood products, 

adhesives, and some insulations) and 

benzene (in products like paint strip-

pers, Liquid Wrench, and adhesives). 

The more tightly sealed buildings also 

remove a variety of VOCs from 

the air. Note that most of these are 

toxic to pets, so keep out of reach of 

animals and call a vet if your pet con-

sumes part of the plant. 

1. Spathiphyllum (Peace Lily), one of 

the most effective at removing 

VOCs, plus they require little water 

or sunlight so are very hardy and 

easy to grow. 

2. Chrysanthemums (or mums), re-

move VOCs when flowering. 

3. Epipremnum aureum (Devil’s Ivy) 

requires moderate sunlight and wa-

ter. It has small green heart-shaped 

leaves marbled with light yellow.  

4. Sansevieria trifasciata (Snake Plant) 

is very easy to grow and a great 

starter plant. It prefers bright light, 

but can do well in low light. Does 

not like to be overwatered. 

5. Dracaena reflexa (Red-Edged Dra-

caena) is an upright ever green 

shrub that requires low mainte-

nance, indirect light, and moderate 

watering. 

6. Rhapis excelsa (Lady Palm) can get a 

little larger and does well in low 

light. It likes moderate watering, but 

needs good drainage. 

7. Ficus benjamina (Weeping Fig) likes 

bright, but indirect sunlight and 

moderate watering. 

Plus, caring for plants is a mood 

booster. Teaching kids to care for a 

living organism develops confidence 

and compassion. Impressive contribu-

tions from the humble houseplant! 

Nature’s Air Purifiers 

Pictured: Peace Lily, Mum, Snake Plant, Lady Palm, Weeping Fig 
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FRIENDS of the DOMES  
2020 BOARD of DIRECTORS 

OFFICERS 
Jeremy Guth       President 
Peter Smiley       Vice-President 
Beverly Smiley       Treasurer 
Margaret Wittig     Secretary 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Connie Blair       Marianne Schmid 
Tom Mortensen     Jack Smiley 
Mike Roemer       Karen Von Rueden  
           
  

FRIENDS OF THE DOMES STAFF MEMBERS 
Sally Sullivan       Executive Director 
Holly Brockman      Assistant Events Coordinator 
Ryan Jones        FOD Financial Manager 
Carrie Kelroy       Volunteer Coordinator 
Noel Marsho       Events Coordinator 
Mary Philipp       Gift Shop Manager/ Buyer 
Erica Putman       Education Director 
Deb Schiel        Resource Development/ Membership 
Pete Stobie        Lead Interpretive Educator 
 

Animal Sponsorship makes a great gift and 
helps us to provide our animals the highest 

level of care!  
                                See page 5 

Please see pages 6 and 7 to learn about our Annual 
Campaign and more ways to help! We are counting on you 
more than ever this year! 


