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In honor of this year’s board-game themed Train Show in the Show Dome, we have a 

smorgasbord of Domes themed games and puzzles to cozy up to. Grab a pencil and get ready to 

challenge yourself! 

In between puzzles and games, be sure to 

go to our website to make a reservation 

to see the Train Show “All Aboard-

Games!” in the Show Dome before it 

leaves the station on Sunday, March 21. 

The Domes are open to visitors with 

reservations Wednesdays through 

Sundays. Masks and social distancing 

required. 

watch the 

lively bid-

ding on so 

many great 

donated items. The auction 

exceeded our fundraising 

goal. We also launched an 

ambitious annual appeal, 

and again, exceeded our 

fundraising goal – thanks so 

much to our members and 

the Milwaukee area com-

munity. We know that 

2020 was full of asks, and 

now in 2021 we are full of 

thanks and gratitude. 

Thank you for all of the 

ways you support the 

Mitchell Park Horticultural 

Conservatory. 

Best wishes, 

Sally Sullivan 

FOD Executive Director 
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Hello Friends, 

Despite the restrictions 

due to the pandemic, things 

at the Domes remain lively, 

beautiful, creative, and re-

storing to our well-being – 

in a way that only plants 

and nature can deliver. We 

hope you have a chance to 

enjoy the whimsical train 

show, “All Aboard-Games!” 

You’ll find classic fun for all 

ages.  

As we look forward to the 

year ahead, the FOD has 

several goals for expanding 

education at the Domes. 

We are working on plans 

to renovate the Education 

Center to increase class 

space; create exhibits and 

activities for kids and fami-

lies; and to enhance the 

student field trip experi-

ence. Another goal is to 

expand Wi-Fi into the 

Domes themselves to allow 

our educators to actually 

teach from inside each 

Dome rather than only 

from the Education Center, 

making virtual education 

more meaningful. 

In this Spring issue, we take 

the opportunity to thank 

members who have been 

with us for 10 years or 

more. Every year this list 

grows and we are sin-

cerely grateful for the 

long-term, faithful sup-

port of the Domes from 

our community. We are 

honored that we have 

earned your trust and con-

tinued support. 

We held our first online 

auction this past year. It 

was great fun to see all of 

the participants and to 
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Let’s Reclaim Earth Day! 
By Julie Merck, FOD Newsletter Editor 

Buried in the chaos of last spring, April 22, 2020 marked the 50th 

anniversary of Earth Day. Wisconsinites should take special pride 

in Earth Day as Wisconsin’s own Senator Gaylord Nelson was its 

founder. He was inspired by the natural beauty of northwestern 

Wisconsin where he was raised. He served as a Wisconsin state 

legislator, governor, and then senator. A dedicated conservation-

ist, he helped to preserve many natural American treasures in-

cluding the Appalachian Trail, the St. Croix Wild and Scenic River-

way, and the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.  

In 1969, Nelson suggested dedicating one full day each year to 

teaching and learning about the environment. Nelson believed 

that if people only knew more about the environment, they would demand better protection. Earth Day was 

born out of this idea for a national teach-in to increase public awareness about the rampant environmental problems of that 

era. He truly modeled that each person can make a difference. 

In 2021, when we need conservation education more than ever, if you search for Earth Day activities, you will find a wide range 

of projects and events, mostly geared for young children. Sadly, many of these projects and events just create more garbage. 

The internet is full of Earth Day worksheets to print off; blue and green “Earth Day Slime” recipes; crafts that require glitter 

and 15 sheets of construction paper to build a nature scene—all kinds of projects that simply produce more waste, providing 

no real educational value or quality family time.  

In honor of its 51st anniversary, let’s take Earth Day back. Let’s commit to real learning and teaching; to choosing one small, 

real change that we can make; and to making that change a habit in our lives.  

Step 1: Commit to Real Learning and Teaching 
Inspire and motivate yourself and your family by spending time in nature and by learning about issues facing our environment. 

When you find (or create!) an especially inspiring video, image, or quote, be sure to save it or save a link to it to re-energize 

yourself if your motivation slips. Here are a few examples of ways to get started: 

Take a Hike 
No matter where you are in Wisconsin, there is a great park or hiking trail nearby. Observe the coming of spring with trees 

budding, spring flowers poking up, and animals excited to prepare for summer. Take pictures or even videos of what you expe-

rience. Maybe your kids notice trash or pollution. Take the time to observe and talk about what you see. That family picture in 

the woods may motivate you on your conservation commitment! 

Virtual Tours 
Virtual Tours can ignite an initial first spark to inspire action. There are many amazing, free tours of parks and natural areas 

online, offering a totally safe way to explore the outdoors and learn about our environment. A simple image or video can be a 

powerful tool to motivate change and build empathy.  

The Domes @ Home webpage features several video tours and 

educational videos, including videos by Mr. Pete, the Friends of the 

Domes Educator.  

The “Travel Wisconsin” website contains many excellent virtual 

tours of Wisconsin Parks and other natural areas as does the 

YouTube channel “Discover Wisconsin.” The long-running PBS 

series “Outdoor Wisconsin” is popular for its coverage of Wiscon-

sin’s beautiful natural areas; episodes are available online and on 

PBS. If you would like links to some of these resources, go to the 

Domes@Home page and open the “Virtual Tours and Other Earth 

Day Resources” PDF.  

Research Conservation Issues and Initiatives 
If you are planning an Earth Day activity with kids or any other group, sit down and discuss conservation issues each person 

cares about. Is it clean water? Eliminating plastic waste? A specific endangered species? Maybe you want to learn more about 

where our garbage really ends up or the carbon footprint of the food we eat. If you have kids, they probably already have ideas 

Let’s Reclaim Earth Day continued on Page 8 
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Be Sure to Visit Gifts Under Glass 
 

With so many unique games and puzzles, you might wonder if we should change the name of the gift 

shop! Board games and puzzles are more popular than ever for everyone from kids to great-

grandparents. When you come to see the train show, make sure you make a stop at the gift shop and 

take the fun home with you! Remember, Friends of the Domes members 

always get 10% off purchases at the gift shop, and your purchases help us in 

our mission to support the Domes. Here are a few of the titles in stock at 

the production of this newsletter issue: 
 Milwaukee-Opoly 

 Gathering a Garden 

 Garden-Opoly  

 Milwaukee Map Puzzle 

 Plant Ladies Puzzle 

 Wisconsin-Opoly 

 Beautiful World Cards 
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Make it a Parks-Themed Game Night! 
We reached out to the board game experts at Milwaukee’s own Board Game 

Barrister to see what new games are on the market with park and nature themes. 

Board games have been experiencing a renaissance over the past decade and the 

themes, game play, and beautiful artwork have become creative masterpieces of fun! 

Andy from Board Game Barrister sent us these recommendations: 

Trekking the National Parks (Recommended for ages 10+) 
Visit the National Parks in a fun and competitive way, from Yosemite to the Everglades! 

Plan out your treks to collect trail stones and claim park cards, each of which features 

an incredible photo from the park. 

Barenpark (Recommended for ages 8+) 
Build your own Bear Park! Assemble spacious enclosures and neatly piece together the 

Tetris-like areas of your park - it won't be easy to fit all of your plans within the space                

you've been given, so some thoughtful puzzling is key. 

Sonora (Recommended for ages 10+) 
The Sonoran Desert features a series of vibrant and distinct landscapes, not unlike a trio of domes we 

know... In Sonora, you'll flick wooden disks onto the various areas of this Arizona desert. Each area 

represents a different dexterity challenge, so you'll need to aim carefully to play in the region of your 

choosing! 

Board Game Barrister is your friendly local game store, bringing toys, puzzles, and board games to the Greater 

Milwaukee Area since 2005. Visit boardgamebarrister.com for purchase details. In addition to helping with this 

article, they donated the prize for our Scavenger Hunt Scramble on page 7. Thank you Board Game Barrister! 
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A sparrow takes refuge in a pine, as in 

the Cherokee legend 

Seasons of Legend 
Spring Floral Show in the Show Dome 
The folklore of cultures across the globe is rich with explanations of natural phenomenon. 

Most cultures have or had stories about how and why the sun rose, the snow fell, and the bird 

flew. One natural event that folklore frequently addresses is the changing of the seasons. 

People wanted to understand why the weather would change so dramatically every few 

moons. The Spring Floral Show will explore the changing of the seasons as represented in five 

different legends: 

• “Why the trees lose their leaves” (Cherokee) 

• “The Blue Corn Maiden” (Hopi) 

• “Zhulong the Candle Dragon: The Chinese Ruler of the Seasons”  

• “Persephone and Demeter: The Greek Story of Spring” 

• “Amaterasu: The Shinto Sun Goddess and Bringer of Light” (Japan) 

The Floral Show will have a section for each legend. The color pallet of the plants selected will 

complement the theme of each legend. For example, in the section featuring the story of 

Persephone, visitors will see dark tulips contrasting with Red ranunculus to represent the 

underworld (see image 2 and 3, from left, below). If the story features specific plants, like the 

yucca (Hopi legend, see image 1 below) or the pine tree (Cherokee 

legend), they will be featured in the display. In addition, the plants will 

include spring show staples like hydrangeas, tulips, hyacinths, stock, 

myosotis, azaleas, and digitalis in an array of refreshing spring colors. 

A sparrow takes refuge in a pine, as in 

the Cherokee legend 

Zhulong the Candle Dragon is credited 

for the changing of the seasons and the 

transition of day to night 

We’ve Got the Whole World in Our Domes!  

With three distinct climates, plants from all over the world are able to thrive in the Domes. Can you identify where in the world 

the following plants originated? Letters on the map correspond to approximate regions. Answers at the bottom of page 6. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

J 

H 

G 

1. Poinsettia       ___ 

2. Tulips         ___ 

3. Cardamom      ___ 

4. Crown of Thorns  ___ 

5. Vanilla         ___ 

6. Ebony    ___and ___ 

7. Black Pepper     ___ 

8. Prickly pears (Opuntia) 

       ___and ___ 

9. Date Palm     ___ 

10. Living Stones  

(Lithops)      ___ 

11. Silver torch cactus 

(Cleistocactus strausii)  

             ___ 

12. Boojum tree 

(Fouquieria            

columnaris)    ___ 
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Answers to Map Puzzle, on page 5:  1.B    2.D    3.I    4.H    5.B    6.E, I    7. I    8.A, B    9.G    10.F    11.C    12.B 
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Answers to Map Puzzle, on page 5:  1.B    2.D    3.I    4.H    5.B    6.E, I    7. I    8.A, B    9.G    10.F    11.C    12.B 
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Scavenger Hunt Scramble 
Explore the Friends of the Domes Website and Win a Great Prize! 
• Visit www.milwaukeedomes.org to hunt for the missing words in the phrases below. Be sure to visit 

the Plant Information page. Print one letter in each space or square. 

• Unscramble all of the letters in the boxes to solve the puzzle at the bottom of the page. 

• Print your name and email address or phone number at the bottom of the page. 

• Send a digital image or printed hard copy of your completed page to the address at the bottom of the page. 

• One entry will be selected from all of the complete, correct scavenger hunt scrambles received by April 30, 2021. 

Winner will receive a $25 gift certificate to Board Game Barrister! More about the store on page 4! 

 

1. The mission of the Friends of the Domes to ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ and  

   ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ the Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory. 

2. No ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  are used on our plants.  

3. The ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  @ ____  ____  ____  ____  is a page on our website filled with virtual tours 

of the Domes, activities, and videos for children and adults. 

4. The Domes are the world’s only ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  (not geodesic) glass houses; 

the unique shape allows a better angle for solar heating and more height for tall trees. 

5. The Friends of the Domes continues to provide educational opportunities to school groups, home schooled students, 

scout troops, and any other groups of students with their ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____               

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  Live workshops. 

6. Totaling one ____  ____  ____  ____  under glass, each Dome is 140 feet across and 85 feet high, that’s 7 stories! 

7. The plant described as “Poison in the Tropical Dome” is the ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____      

             ____  ____  ____  ____ . 

8. The tallest trees of the rainforest are called ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  because their 

canopies rise above all others.  

9. The dragon blood tree, ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ of 

the Canary Islands was so named because its red sap was marketed as "dragon's blood" during medieval times. 

10. The Conservatory’s collection of plants from ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ , 

including Euphorbia milii (crown of thorns) and Catharanthus roseus (Madagascar periwinkle), is one of the largest in 

the United States. 

11. Found in the Desert Dome, the ____  ____  ____  ____  ____          ____  ____  ____  ____ cactus is a prickly 

pear type of cactus. Its new pads grow in pairs, which look a little like the ears of a rabbit.   

Complete and mail to:    Friends of the Domes • 524 S. Layton Blvd. • Milwaukee, WI 53215 
Or email a photo of your completed hunt:   newsletter.fod@milwaukeedomes.org 

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

W R A 

 X  A 

                Name: __________________________________ 

 

Email Address OR Phone #: _____________________________________ 

E 

N L 
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and questions they would like to research. Head to the library or reliable internet sites like The National Geographic Kids web-

site, americanforests.org, and globalstewards.org. (Other reliable sites include those maintained by universities, state and local 

governments, state and national parks, and other trusted community organizations). Research, learn, and discuss together as a 

family. 

Dig into History  
Use the internet or public library to research some of the leaders who promoted natural conservation in America. Why not 

start with those who have roots in Wisconsin: Native American groups, Aldo Leopold, Gaylord Nelson, and John Muir. The 

Wisconsin Historical Society website is an excellent place to start (and is the source of the information about Senator Nelson 

in this article). 

Step 2: Choose One Small, Real Change that You Can Make 
Decide which issue you and your family feels most strongly about and determine one 

small change that you can put in place to make a difference. Here are a few examples: 

• Concerned about litter and the state of our natural areas? Pull on your gloves, 

grab a bag, and pick-up some trash. There are plenty of parks and playgrounds, 

maybe even along the sidewalks in your neighborhood, where families can safely clean up trash. It’s not glamourous, and it 

will require parents watching to make sure kids don’t pick up anything sharp, but the benefits are real. Kids learn to notice 

how much trash there is and become interested in recycling. Kids who have picked up trash are less likely to litter. It’s 

free to do and gets kids outside and exercising.  

• Concerned about plastics ending up in lakes and oceans? Ditch straws, zip-top bags, 

and all single-use plastics. Make a plan for how everyone in the family can help to use 

re-usable lunch containers, utensils, and water bottles.  

• Concerned about climate change? Go car-free for day or week. Challenge yourself and 

your family to walk, bike, and/or use public transportation for a day or a week—how 

long can your do it? Maybe you can commit to one day a week. Even one day can 

change your thinking! 

• Concerned about plastic bags? Plan to get back into the habit of using your re-usable 

grocery bags. What can you do to get those re-usable bags with you when you are 

headed to the store and into the store so that you have them at check-out time? 

Can kids help make sure they get back in the car and help to carry them in to the 

store? Can you use them for all of your shopping, not just groceries? 

• Concerned about reducing your carbon footprint? Read the packages of the food 

in your home and consider how far your food traveled to get to you. Did you 

know that some common brands of apple juice are produced in China? Can you 

commit to eating one dinner per week or month made from ingredients grown 

or produced in Wisconsin? It is easier than you might think! 

• Concerned about the environmental impact of factory farming? Plan your garden. 

Draw out your planting area and research flowering plants and vegetables that 

will thrive with the amount of sunlight the area will receive in the summer.  

• Concerned about what corporations and other groups are doing? Contact your 

state and local leaders. Write letters, call, and email. Make sure that your leaders 

know which conservation issues you care about. Contact the businesses them-

selves. Commit to supporting businesses whose values you support. 

Step 3: Commit to Make your Change a Habit 
One small change can become a positive habit if you stick to it. If you feel yourself 

starting to slip, find that video or image that motivated you in the first place. Hold yourself and your family accountable to 

make the time to keep your commitment. Last summer, my kids and I committed to pick up 10 pieces of plastic every time we 

left Bradford Beach or any other beach that we visited. It is now something that each of us does automatically when we pack-

up to leave a beach. 

This April 22, let’s reclaim Earth Day! Let’s be proud of our state’s senator who created this special day for learning 

and teaching. Let’s ditch the fake, shallow, and cutesy. Let’s care enough to do the work and opt for an experience that could 

change your family and the environment for the better. Visit the Domes@Home page for links and other resources! 

Let’s Reclaim Earth Day continued from Page 2 
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A Sincere Thank You to the Members Who Have Supported Us for 10 Years or Longer! 
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Celebrating a Shared History... 
In 2015, in celebration of our 50th Anniversary, we introduced a 

column for members to share stories and photos of memorable 

moments celebrated in the Domes. We are always happy to 

share them in the newsletter when we get them! This memory 

comes to us from Blair Benes: 

My very Polish/Norwegian family grew up in South Milwaukee. 

The Domes, Museum, Milwaukee County Zoo, and House on 

The Rock were staple destinations for family day trips with our 

Grandma Carol. She would wrangle us girls and take us for the day to one of these four SE 

Wisconsin cornerstones. We went to the Domes several times a year for most of my child-

hood. The bright solidly colored dresses were an easy way to keep track of us! We loved 

going from one climate experience to another and were always excited to see what new 

theme was featured in the Show Dome. 

Because the Domes were so much a part of my childhood, when preparing for my wedding, I actually took my husband there as 

part of a relaxing pre-wedding day off of work. It is still one of my favorite places to bring my cousins when they are back in 

town and to introduce to new children in the family. I am filled with a cozy and nostalgic feeling every time I visit, and it amazes 

me to think we’ve been visiting for over 30 years! 

                If you have a special memory or photos that you would like to share, please email your story to                                      

                newsletter.fod@milwaukeedomes.org.  

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

Blair is in the yellow dress in the 

photo above from 1998 

A Wordsearch as Delightful as a Walk Through the Domes... 



good, low mainte-

nance alternatives 

to gas lawn mow-

ers. 

Organize other 

tools and supplies 

like pruning sheers, 

hoses, and fertilizer. 

Clean or replace 

rusty and broken 

tools.   

April 
Rake and remove 

debris from your 

grass. Remove last 

year’s annuals and leaves from planting 

areas. Some bushes and shrubs take a 

while to get started, so don’t rush to 

remove them unless you are sure they 

are dead. 

Prune your shrubs and trees before they 

leaf out in the spring, except for lilacs, 

forsythia, and viburnum as pruning them 

in early spring could result in removing 

the flower buds. 

If you found any dead spots in your 

grass, early spring is a good time to seed 

those spots. Fall is the best time, but if 

you missed fall seeding, seed in the 

spring. Waiting until late spring might 

not give the seed enough time to germi-

nate and get established. 

In the Milwaukee area, the average last 

frost date is April 29. Some seedlings 

and annual plants can handle a frost but 

many cannot. Be sure to plan your plant-

ing dates based on specific plant varieties 

and avoid planting too early. 

If you use herbicides (weed killers), ap-

ply pre-emergent 

herbicides to your 

lawn in spring to tackle 

weeds before they 

germinate. 

May 
Before all of the per-

ennials (like tulips and 

hyacinths) pop up, 

mulch with a hard-

wood mulch. Plants 

will be able to grow 

through the mulch and 
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THE FRIENDS OF THE DOMES   

Green Sheet 
Spring 2021 

By Julie Merck,  

FOD Newsletter Editor 

Last year many of us invested time 

and energy to beautify our outdoor 

spaces. Don’t let last year’s invest-

ment go to waste. This article will 

help you to think through what your 

yard needs this spring and to make a 

plan to get it done.  

March 
You can start yard clean-up in March, 

but since the weather is still unpre-

dictable, focus your energy on pre-

paring for the work ahead. Have your 

plan and all of the tools ready for that 

nice day when you can get out there 

and get started. 

Create a plan for your yard 

• If your yard needs major changes, 

consider how you want to use your 

outdoor space and what you need 

to change. Research online, at the 

library, or visit garden centers to 

start to collect ideas. Draw out 

your yard and create a plan you can 

get excited about. Some yard plans 

may take several years to be real-

ized. In that case, figure out what 

you can and need to do first and 

get that done this summer. 

• If your yard is established, you may 

just need to plan your annual plant-

ing areas. Where do you want to 

add or replace perennials? Where 

do you want to plant vegetables 

and annuals? When should they be 

planted? Do you want to add gar-

den boxes – if so can you start 

building them?  

As the snow melts, if you notice bare 

spots in your grass research which 

grass seed will be best for your soil 

and the amount of sun the areas re-

ceive in the summer. A quality garden 

center can help you chose the right 

seed. Planting the wrong variety will 

waste time and money. 

Be sure your lawn mower is ready for 

the season. Don’t wait until you need 

it to check it out! Some hardware 

stores will sharpen mower blades and 

even offer tune-ups. Dull mower 

blades can rip grass and kill it. If you 

do need a new mower, you may want 

to consider an electric lawn mower 

with rechargeable batteries. The tech-

nology has improved while prices 

have come down, so they are very 

mulching before they grow will 

save you from having to work 

around them. It will help keep 

weeds away, protect your soil 

and plants, and can even help 

keep CO2 out of the air. [Not 

convinced? Our Summer 2019 

Newsletter Greensheet Article “How 

Mulch Do you Know About Protect-

ing Soil” will give you even more reasons to 

mulch!]   

Once it starts growing for the season, 

grass should be mowed to 2 -3 inches 

long. Never cut off more than a third 

of the height at one mow. Cutting it 

shorter than 2 inches (called 

“scalping”) can weaken your lawn and 

make it more susceptible to disease.  

After at least one mowing, apply a 

light layer of slow-release fertilizer. 

Shady areas will require less fertilizer. 

Thatch is the layer of dead grass on 

the top of your soil, at the base of 

your grass. If you remove grass clip-

pings after mowing, you won’t have a 

significant amount of thatch. If thatch 

gets more than one inch thick, you 

may want to aerate your lawn. Aera-

tion creates holes that allow air and 

water to reach the roots of the grass. 

Research aeration techniques. You can 

rent or purchase core aerators or 

have this done professionally by lawn 

care companies. After, you will see 

little plugs of soil all over your yard.  

A great yard requires a good plan for 

spring yard prep and a few sweaty 

Saturdays. Put the work in now and 

you can enjoy the rewards all summer 

long! 

Plan for Success! 
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