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S H O W S :  

• Jan 15 - April 3 “Barrio 

Train” Train Show 

• April 16 - May 30 

“Senses” Spring Floral 

Show 

• June 11 - Sept 11 “Fairy 

Gardens” Summer 

Floral Show  

Nature Ignores Design that Ignores Nature 
Interview with FOD Board Member Tom Mortensen, PLA, ASLA  

Tom Mortensen is passionate about water. As a site planner and landscape 

architect for raSmith and Friends of the Domes board member, he  

encourages people to think about how we use and manage water. He digs 

deeper, drilling into our water ethic and our respect for water. This 

interview focuses on stormwater management and how water issues affect 

every aspect of life. 

Tell Us the Background on Stormwater Management 

In the 1950s-60s, best practices in 

engineering developed a system of 

channeling water from our tributaries and 

rivers into Lake Michigan. This led to the 

creation of concrete ditches and channels; 

we see them all around Milwaukee. Water 

was treated as a problem that should be 

eliminated.  

Some of the projects, like the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 

(MMSD) Deep Tunnel Project, have significantly decreased the amount of 

flooding, but heavy rains still cause sewer overflows in Milwaukee. This 

flooding flushes everything from pollutants from vehicles to road salt into 

the lakes and rivers. Combined sewer overflow can ultimately end up in our 

drinking water. We have been trained to make it go away but there is no 

away. Landscape architects, engineers, and agencies understand this, and 

best practices are shifting away from treating stormwater as a waste 

product and now consider and treat it as a 

resource. 

Tell Us About Green Infrastructure (GI) 
Strategies 
Green Infrastructure strategies treat water as 

a resource rather than a problem. Good 

Continued on page 6 

Concrete channel to hold water. Fenced off, 

treating water as a problem, Mortensen calls 

these “stormwater jails.” 

Colectivo Coffee in Bay View captures 

rainwater in a decorative, whimsical 

water feature. 
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A Joint Message of Thanks 
Happy New Year! Although 

2022 had a bit of a bumpy start 

with the resurgence of Covid, 

we are pleased to announce 

that the Domes is now full 

steam ahead! Speaking of 

steam, we are hopeful that you 

have been able to enjoy this 

year’s Train Show, “Barrio 

Train.” The theme is in 

celebration of our beautiful 

neighborhood (barrio) and the 

deep roots of Milwaukee’s 

Latinx communities. This year’s 

colorful show represents the 

diversity, community and 

nature that is the Domes’ 

home-turf. 

We’d like to acknowledge all 

our community partners that 

helped ensure a special show: 

El Rey Family Market, Mitchell 

Street Library, Historic 

Milwaukee, Walker’s 

Point Center for the 

Arts, Escuela Verde & 

New Line Café. And 

thank you to all the 

many organizations in 

our barrio that work 

tirelessly to ensure our 

community is healthy 

and vibrant. The Domes and 

the Friends of the Domes are 

proud to be part of this vital 

work and are honored to work 

alongside those who believe in 

the power of connecting 

people through nature, art and 

education. 

As we look to the rest of 2022, 

we are excited at what is 

coming. Whether it’s 

storytime, events, workshops 

or fanciful themes, we are 

confident you will love the 

many surprises we have in 

store for you.  

Because of our loyal members, 

the Domes continues to be a 

world-class conservatory that 

is accessible to all thanks to the 

scholarships that your 

contributions make possible. 

Mil gracias y salud para todo!  

Christa Beall Diefenbach 

Director, Friends of the Domes 

Doris Maki  

Horticultural Services Director – 

The Domes 

Spring Floral Show 
Engage all of your senses with the 

Spring Floral Show. Running from 

April 16-May 30, this year’s theme will 

help you to embrace the here and 

now. There will be traditional spring 

blooms such as hyacinths, geraniums, 

and lilies along with fragrant herbs 

that remind you of your favorite home

-cooked meals. The gentle sounds, 

fresh scents, sun on your face, and 

colorful gardens will delight the 

senses, leaving you relaxed 

and centered.  
‘Blue Star’ hyacinth, above;  

‘Dutch Lady Sheila’ hydrangea below 

Update From 
Milwaukee County 
This spring, each dome will undergo a 

mesh inspection, which involves an 

analysis of the safety mesh system that 

was installed in 2016. The study will verify 

that the mesh is still intact and serving its 

purpose, which is to keep small chips of 

concrete from falling into the display 

areas. The work will also involve an 

inspection of the entire structure 

including the glazing system to ensure it is 

safe and secure for many years to come.  

Christa Beall Diefenbach (left) and Doris Maki 
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Free Family Activities  
Be sure to visit the Ed Center, and the new lineup of 

interactive activities (programming changes each 

quarter)! The Ed Center is 

open Wed-Fri, 10AM-2PM 

and weekends, 11AM-2PM. 

Also, Storytime takes place 

each Wednesday at 2PM. 

Save the Date 
June 16, 2022 
Educational Symposium 
Join Friends of the Domes for a half-day 

symposium and luncheon, which will 

provide a fascinating look at the history, 

present and future of equity and the 

Milwaukee County Parks. Watch your 

email for registration information. 

Take a Piece of the Train Show Home 
The Train Show this year celebrates the neighborhood the Domes 

calls home. Bring the colorful, fun artwork home with a poster 

(right), now available in the Gifts Under Glass Gift Shop! 

The gift shop is also carrying the work of two 

neighborhood artists. Textile artist Tania Espi-

noza Bonilla has created beautiful macrame plant 

holders. Ceramics artist Alejandra Gonzales 

hand paints each of her lively ceramic creations.  

Their art is also on display in the Show Dome! 

Enjoy the Barrio Train Show and take a piece of 

it home with you (while supplies last). 

We’re Hiring! 
The Domes Gift Shop is looking for a 

part-time weekend sales associate.  

To apply, email the gift shop manager, 

Mary Philipp: 

Maryphilipp.fod@milwaukeedomes.org. 



WeOur Long-term Members 
Thank you to those individuals and families who have been long-term supporters of 

Friends of the Domes! 
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MIAD-FOD Partnership Brings New Talent to the Domes 
Friends of the Domes has been fortunate to partner with Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (MIAD) for 

the past five years. Every junior at the school is required to take a four-credit social science course that 

includes 35 hours of service in the Milwaukee-metro area. Through this partnership, 23 students have 

chosen to volunteer with FOD, and we have put their unique skills to great use! MIAD students have staffed 

FOD special events and provided face painting at Art in the Green, created kids coloring sheets, and 

developed instructional videos about how to create a photo collage. 

MIAD students have even helped staff field trips and decorated terra 

cotta pots that were sold in the gift shop. This school year, MIAD 

students focused on the Education Center with weekend staffing and 

creating the habitat hole games. We have a new MIAD volunteer 

starting this spring semester, Karina Hayes. If you see her at the 

Domes, be sure to say hello and to thank her for her volunteer time! 

To learn more about the MIAD Service Learning Program, check out their 

blog:  

   https://blogs.miad.edu/service/about-service-learning-at-miad/ 

Download the MIAD-designed coloring sheets here: 

   https://milwaukeedomes.org/coloring-book 

Artwork by MIAD Student Kaylee Bird 

https://blogs.miad.edu/service/about-service-learning-at-miad/
https://milwaukeedomes.org/coloring-book


P A G E  6  

www.milwaukeedomes.org  

Rain Garden Resources 

design methods use rainwater, diffuse it, and/or slow it down so that it can 

infiltrate or be detained before surcharging the storm sewer system.  

In residential areas, home owners can research the plants they add to their 

landscapes and use rain gardens. Directing water away from the house to a 

spot in the yard like a rain garden allows water to be absorbed, or slowed 

down, and stay out of the sewer system. A low, wet spot in the yard can 

be designed with the proper plant material that is adapted to the soils that 

are present, whether it is clay, sand, or silty loam. 

On commercial projects, developers are now required to offset the impact 

of their sites’ impervious areas (surface areas that do not absorb water like 

roofs and hard surfaces like parking lots) with GI strategies. This can 

include green spaces that detain and use the water, permeable pavers that 

store water in the subgrade, and even innovative design features like water 

features that use rainwater. Roadside green spaces like the bioswales 

implemented on Grange Avenue in Greendale capture sediment and 

pollutants before they enter our storm sewers and waterways. 

To make these projects possible, MMSD offers incentives to developers who 

implement effective strategies through their Green Infrastructure Partnership 

Program (GIPP). For example, raSmith’s team designed an extensive system of 

permeable pavers, basins, and bioswales to capture rainwater at the new Trinity 

Woods Residential and Senior Living Community at the Mount Mary University 

Campus. Because the potential impact is so large, this project received $1.3M 

in construction cost reimbursement from the MMSD. 

Experts like Tom are educating the public and making a significant impact on how we relate to, think of, 

and manage water. It is clear that more of us need to have this passion and ethic for water. We can 

respect our water with simple and proven strategies like turning the water off when brushing our teeth 

and using low-flow toilets, but it is much bigger than that. Be aware of how Wisconsin’s industrialized 

factory mega-dairy farms impact our state’s water quality. Consider changing your buying habits to 

support businesses that share your values and respect our waters. Let’s ask bigger questions about water 

so that we can take action to protect and value this limited and essential resource. 

Interlocking permeable pavers 

store water under impervious 

surfaces and have been proven 

effective in our climate.  

Bioswales added to Grange Avenue in 

Greendale filter road pollutants from 

water before the it flows into the Root 

River Watershed. 

Nature Ignores Design That Ignores Nature, Continued from Front Cover 

Rain Gardens: A Guide for Homeowners and Landscapers    

A free, detailed guide created by the Wisconsin DNR 

DNR.WI.Gov/topic/stormwater/documents/

RainGardenManual.pdf 

Fresh Coast Guardians https://www.freshcoastguardians.com/resources/green-strategies/

rain-gardens 

UW Extension Rain Garden Plant List  https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sewraingardens/resources/how-tos-

and-fact-sheets/rain-garden-plant-lists/ 

DNR.WI.Gov/topic/stormwater/documents/RainGardenManual.pdf
DNR.WI.Gov/topic/stormwater/documents/RainGardenManual.pdf
https://www.freshcoastguardians.com/resources/green-strategies/rain-gardens
https://www.freshcoastguardians.com/resources/green-strategies/rain-gardens
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sewraingardens/resources/how-tos-and-fact-sheets/rain-garden-plant-lists/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sewraingardens/resources/how-tos-and-fact-sheets/rain-garden-plant-lists/


mention you are adding a rain garden 

to your yard. 

You will also need to contact Diggers 

Hotline (1-800-242-8511 or 

www.diggershotline.com) at least three 

business days before you dig. Their 

crew will mark where utility lines are 

buried. This free service will eliminate 

the dangerous and costly risk of hitting 

a utility line. You may also want to 

check with your cable and internet 

providers, as their lines are not always 

included in the Diggers Hotline map. 

While you wait to hear if it is safe to 

dig, review your plan to redirect 

stormwater. You will want to consider 

water that comes from your sump 

pump, downspout, and any naturally 

low points in your yard. 

Locate your rain garden at least 10 feet 

away from your home and foundation, 

but still close enough to make use of 

downspout and sump pump water. Rain 

gardens commonly range from 100-300 

square feet with a kidney-bean shape. 

Do not plant above your sewer lateral 

line (that connects to the city sewer) 

or near a well or septic tank. 

As you finalize your design, you may 

want to visit The Fresh Coast Guardi-

ans website to review other garden 

sizes and shapes. 

Determine what to plant 

Focus on native plants but feel free to 

incorporate a few of your favorite 

plants. You might even include a vege-

table plant or two. You may also decide 

to mix up colors to add some visual 

interest. Designers usually chose up to 

seven varieties of plants. 

Keep in mind that the purpose of a rain 

garden is to absorb stormwater. Plants 

suitable for rain gardens in Wisconsin 

are those that thrive in periods of short

-term flooding (less than 2 days) and 

can tolerate periods of drought.  
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Green Sheet 
Spring 2022 

By Paula Zamiatowski 

Park Naturalist Interpretive Outreach  

A great strategy for managing your 

yard’s stormwater is to create a rain 

garden. This article provides useful tips 

to get you started. 

A rain garden typically uses wildflow-

ers and native plants to reduce 

flooding and erosion. It also im-

proves ground water by filtering out 

polluted runoff (from ice salt, roofs, 

pesticides, and other sources). 

When designed properly, it can be a 

refuge for native animals and migra-

tory insects and birds. 

When creating a rain garden, not 

just any plant will do. It is important 

to choose plants that will grow well 

based on your yard’s unique condi-

tions. Before you get started, let’s 

walk through the critical steps to 

ensure success.  

Choosing the right spot 

Rain gardens aren’t recommended 

for all types of soils. As you consider 

the location, do this simple test. Fol-

lowing a heavy rainfall, dig a hole 6 

inches deep and 6 inches in diame-

ter, then fill it with water. Once it 

drains, refill the hole. Wait 24 hours 

to see if the water is gone. If the 

water does not drain in 24 hours, 

choose another spot. 

Determine how many hours of sun-

light and shade different parts of 

your yard receive each day. You can 

track the amount of sunlight and 

may want to create a map of your 

yard. This information will tell you 

whether to plant shade or sun-

tolerant plants. The University of 

Wisconsin Extension website offers 

a detailed list of sun and shade toler-

ant plants perfect for Wisconsin rain 

gardens. 

Before you touch a shovel 

Give your neighbors a heads up that 

you will be creating a rain garden. 

Share photos of the plants you in-

tend to plant and explain the bene-

fits of a rain garden. They may not 

know what to expect when you 

Prepare the site 

Design the shape using stakes and 

string to mark off the area. Dig the 

soil 4-6 inches deep. Once you have 

your depression, add rocks and grav-

el to the area under the downspout 

and sump pump outlet to prevent 

erosion. 

Time to Plant 

Start with plants with well-developed 

roots, not seeds. Decide whether to 

use a weed barrier such as landscape 

fabric or newspaper. This will help 

with weed control at least for the 

first season or two. Now you will 

return the soil into the depression 

and space each plant one square foot 

apart. Place tall plants in the back of 

the garden and the low growers in 

the front.  

Be sure to tag your plants so you 

know what is a plant and what is a 

weed. If your garden is sized correct-

ly, stormwater should soak into the 

ground within 4 to 6 hours. If it 

doesn’t, you may decide to change or 

add plants next season.  

During the first year, water during 

dry times so plants are able to estab-

lish roots. With the right kind of 

plants and attention, your rain garden 

can help control stormwater and add 

beauty to your yard for many years. 

See page 6 for additional resources. 

Home Rain Garden; Credit: Field Outdoor Spaces 

The Why and How of 
Rain Gardens  

http://www.diggershotline.com


524 S. Layton Blvd. 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 

Phone: 414-257-5608 

E-mail: fod@milwaukeedomes.org 

www.milwaukeedomes.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG.  
U.S POSTAGE 

PAID  
MILWAUKEE, WI 

PERMIT NO. 2305 

ADDRESS  
SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

Learn with Friends—Spring Adult Workshops and Family Programs 
Visit www.milwaukeedomes.org for details and registration.  

Adult Workshops Date Member Cost 

Garden Bed Planning and 

Mapping (Virtual Program) 

Available 

March 4 
$12 per person 

Floral Design Saturday, 

March 5 
$45 per person 

Botany Walk—First Flowers of 

Spring 

Friday, 

March 11 

$7 per person 

Spring Botany & History Walk Friday,      

April 8 

$7 per person 

Plant Illustrations Saturday,  

April 16 

$12 per person 

Native Habitat Restoration Walk Friday,       

May 13 

$7 per person 

Domes-inspired Cooking Class Friday,       

May 20 

$97 per person 

Domes-inspired Cooking Class Wednesday, 

May 25 

$97 per person 

Save the Date!  
Art in the Green      

April 29-30, 2023 

Family Programs Date Member Cost 

Let’s Make a Story Saturday, 

March 19 
$10 per child 

Natural Dyes Saturday,  

April 9 
$10 per child 

Carnivorous Plants—  

An Appetite for Bugs 

Saturday,  

May, 14 

$10 per child 

http://www.milwaukeedomes.org

